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STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND

This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared and agreed by (1) Highways
England Company Limited and (2) the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for
England (Historic England).

Signed

Jonathan Wade

Project Manager
on behalf of Highways England

Date: 23 12 2019

Signed
Marc Turner

Senior Advisor, Sustainable Development
on behalf of Natural England

Date: 20 12 2019
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of this document

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground ("SoCG") has been prepared in respect of
the proposed M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange improvement scheme
("the Application") made by Highways England Company Limited ("Highways
England") to the Secretary of State ("Secretary of State") for a Development
Consent Order ("the Order") under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 ("PA
2008").

1.1.2 The SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the guidance published by
the Department of Communities and Local Government'.

1.1.3 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere
within the Application documents. All documents are available in the deposit
locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate website.

1.1.4 The SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement
has not (yet) been reached.

1.1.5 It may be subject to further updates and revisions as a result of further
discussion with Natural England during the examination process. It is also
acknowledged that there may be a need for further agreement between the
parties during detailed design and the execution of works.

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground

1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and
(2) Natural England.

1.2.2 Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways
Company on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic
road network and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage,
maintain and enhance the network. Regulatory powers remain with the
Secretary of State. The legislation establishing Highways England made
provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways Agency, including in
respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by Highways
England.

1.2.3 Natural England is the government’s adviser for the natural environment in
England, helping to protect England’s nature and landscapes for people to
enjoy and for the services they provide.

1.3 Terminology

1.3.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SOCG, “Not Agreed” indicates a final
position, and “Under discussion” where these points will be the subject of on-
going discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of

! Department for Communities and Local Government Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the examination of
applications for development consent (2015)
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disagreement between the parties. “Agreed” indicates where the issue has been
resolved.

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter
of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Natural England, and
therefore have not been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As
such, those matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are
either not of material interest or relevance to Natural England.
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2. Record of Engagement

2.1.1 A summary of the meetings and correspondence that has taken place between
Highways England and Natural England in relation to the Application is outlined in

Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 - Record of Engagement

Form of

correspondence

Key topics discussed and key outcomes (the topics
should align with the Issues tables)

24.03.16

26.04.16

28.02.17

12.06.17

28.07.17

27.10.17

12.12.17

18.12.17

26.01.18

16.03.18

16.03.18

23.03.18

27.03.18

09.10.18

13.11.18

19.11.18

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email

Meeting

Meeting

Email

Meeting

Email

Meeting

Email

Email

Meeting

Meeting

Letter

Letter

To discuss land issues and in particular SPA/SSSI land and
possible exchange/compensation land.

Identification that the Scheme falls within the SPA and impacts
to the SPA.

Discussion on the Scheme options, possible habitat
compensatory land and the Habitats Regulation Assessment
(HRA).

Natural England (NE) confirmed that they approve of the
breeding bird survey methodologies.

Compensation packages

Outcome of the HRA screening, habitat reinstatement with the
SPA temporary land take, recreational disturbance and
evidence plans.

NE confirmed that the Department for the Environment, Food
and rural Affairs (DEFRA) Major Infrastructure and
Environment Unit (MIEU) had been disbanded and therefore
would no longer produce Evidence Plans.

Evidence plans and introduction to the Scheme.

NE confirmed that they did not have the resources to lead on
producing an Evidence Plan for the HRA.

Outcome of the HRA screening and compensation packages.
NE confirmed that they had no comments on the HRA
screening and that if Atkins have identified an air quality effect

then an in-combination assessment would not be necessary.

NE confirmed they were satisfied with the proposed
methodology for tree-climbing inspections of potential roosts.

Compensation packages and air quality assessment

Appropriate Assessment outcomes and compensation
packages.

Announcement of Targeted Consultation.

NE respond to targeted consultation stating that they are
pleased with consultation on the scheme to date and that their

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1 Page 8 of 138
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Form of Key topics discussed and key outcomes (the topics

correspondence should align with the Issues tables)

advice on environmental issues, loss of common land and
open access land has been taken into account.

22.11.18 Email NE confirm they agree with the findings and recommendations
of the Bolder Mere Ecological Survey and Condition
Assessment Report to mitigate the loss of habitat extent in
connection with the widening of the A3. They propose some
additional mitigations given condition of open water habitat.

07.12.18 Email Agreement of valuation of ancient woodland, veteran trees and
Habitats of Principal Importance.

19.12.18 Meeting An approach was agreed on the method for progressing the
Statement of Common Ground.

18.01.19 Email Draft bat licence application sent to NE for their review.
30.01.19 Meeting Final compensation package details were discussed.
08.02.19 Email NE confirmed they were in agreement with the final

compensation package.

05.03.19 Email NE request further information be included in the formal bat
licence application.

11.03.19 Email Confirmation sent to NE that further information will be
provided.

26.03.19 Letter Letter of No Impediment (LONI) received from NE in respect of
bat licence application.

02.04.19 Email Announcement of additional targeted consultation.

03.04.19 Letter Letter of No Impediment (LONI) received from NE in respect of

a badger development licence application.

04.04.19 Email NE confirm they are content with the updates to the mitigation
proposals at Bolder Mere outlined in Appendix F Water
Framework Directive Assessment, specifically that the overall
package of compensation is proportionate.

09.04.19 Letter NE respond to additional targeted consultation raising
concerns about the location of construction compounds and
requesting the measures are taken in line with their advice, to
minimise risk of disturbance to protected/designated species in
the locality.

12.04.19 Letter Feedback on the draft HRA (pre-consultation response). NE
state that they in agreement with the scope of the assessment
and conclusions and have no significant concerns. They refer
only to the absence of any explicit reference to Heathrow
Expansion in either modelling of traffic volumes or in
combination effects.

29.04.19 Meeting To discuss NE feedback on the HRA. Agreement to respond
to NE on outstanding points (Heathrow Expansion and
biodiversity net gain). Discussion regarding mitigation for

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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Form of

correspondence

Key topics discussed and key outcomes (the topics
should align with the Issues tables)

05.05.19

16.05.19

20.05.19

22.05.19

12.06.19

30.08.19

11.09.19

16.09.19

16.09.19

14.11.19

03.12.19

09.12.19

Email

Email

Email

Email

Email

Letter

Meeting

Email

Letter

Email

Meeting

Email

Bolder Mere. Review of SoCG and agreement to submit draft
to NE for approval following revisions.

NE response to consultation on the draft DCO requirements.

NE agree to amendments and corrections to the HRA as
discussed at the meeting on 29.04.19.

Draft Biodiversity chapter of the Environmental Statement sent
to NE for their comment on classification of residual effects and
significance for SSSI and Local Nature Reserve and the status
of the project in respect of biodiversity net gain.

NE confirm that they are content with the Biodiversity chapter
of the Environmental Statement in respect of classification of
residual effects and significance (SSSI and LNR) and
biodiversity net gain.

NE confirm that they are content with the proposed wording of
the requirements for inclusion in the draft DCO, particularly in
respect of the restoration of land used temporarily.

Receipt of NE’s Relevant Representation. NE state that subject
to proposed environmental safeguards and
compensatory/enhancement measures being in place they
have no outstanding objections to the Scheme.

The meeting purpose was to review NE’s Relevant
Representation and agree updates to the SoCG. Points within
the RR were raised and dealt with by HE. The group then
reviewed the items in the SoCG which were ‘under discussion’.
The proposed process for site clearance was then discussed.

NE confirm that they are content with the proposed changes to
the timing of the bat mitigation, compensation and monitoring
for the M25 Junction 10 Scheme for the LONI, subject to a
revision to the dates for the demolition of B1 San Domenico.

NE issue an Assent for site clearance works on Okham and
Wisley Commons SSSI. Atkins calls NE to take steps to further
the conservation and enhancement of the SSSI.

Natural England confirm they are content with the proposed
non-materials changes to the scheme (gas main works and
impacts on compensatory measures; toad mitigation on Old
Lane; EIm Lane reduced speed limit and changes to green
bridge width).

Meeting to discuss progression on the project, notably dDCO
Requirement 8 and definition of ‘begun’ in terms of
compensatory habitat creation measures; ExA questions in
respect of HRA Air Quality Assessments, Ancient Woodland
Inventory and non-material changes to the dDCO.

NE confirm that they are content with all points raised in the
meeting of 03.12.19 including the definition of the term ‘begun’
under Requirement 8 of the dDCO and in respect of the
proposed non-material changes.

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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21.2 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation
undertaken between (1) Highways England and (2) Natural England in relation to
the issues addressed in this SoCG.
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3. Issues

3.1 Options selection of the Scheme

1.1 Option selection Natural England have examined It has been agreed with Natural Agreed.
the proposals presented at the England (A6, meeting
consultation exercise and whilst 27.10.17) that Option 14 has
noting that Option 14 had a smaller the capacity to provide a long-
land take from designated land, term solution and is the least
consider that Option 9 may be damaging option
preferable if it provides a longer- environmentally, with particular

term solution and avoids the need reference to the SPA and
for further works in this area inthe ~ SSSI.
short-medium term that might

otherwise have a greater overall

impact. NE note that compensatory

habitat would be an inevitable

requirement for both options (9 and

14) on the basis that they would be

likely to affect the integrity of the

SPA. This means that both options

would be subject to IROPI tests.

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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3.2

Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA)

3.2.1 Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRA)

Screening (European
Sites)

3.2.2 HRA Screening (visitor
usage patterns)

3.2.3 HRA Screening
(methodology and
findings)

3.25 HRA Assessment and

scope (Heathrow
Expansion)

Natural England will need to agree
the European sites that will need to
be included in the HRA screening.

Natural England is in agreement
with the summary of the HRA
screening. However, it may be
advisable to add reference to risk of
adverse impacts arising from
changes in visitor usage patterns
given that this aspect has been
raised as a concern by consultees
and has been discussed in the HRA
document.

Natural England will need to agree
the potential impacts that will need
to be included in the HRA
screening

The only aspect which stands out is
the absence of any explicit
reference to Heathrow Expansion,
either in modelling of traffic
volumes or in-combination effects.
It may be helpful to set out an
argument for taking this approach
given it is likely this question will
arise. An HRA screening has been
submitted to PINs which could be
used as the basis of an initial
assessment of in-combination
effects.

Natural England were consulted on the
European Sites to be included in the
HRA screening and agreed on these
being limited to Thames Basin Heaths
SPA, Mole Gap to Reigate Escarpment
SAC and Ebernoe Common SAC.

Agreed

Highways England have incorporated this Agreed
into the HRA and Natural England have

reviewed and are in agreement with the

findings.

Natural England were consulted Agreed
throughout the screening process. They
have reviewed the findings and are
satisfied with the outcomes.
Agreed.

When producing traffic models for the
Scheme, and when considering the plans
and projects to be considered in
combination with the Scheme, the
Heathrow Expansion was scoped out.

The Department for Transport have
provided no information on what strategy
will be implemented at Heathrow.
However, they have confirmed that it will
not result in any additional traffic
demand. Therefore, the decision from

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030

Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1
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3.2.6 HRA Statement to inform
appropriate
assessment:
(Scope and
methodology)

3.2.7 HRA In-combination
assessment

Natural England will need to be
consulted on and agree to the
scope of the Appropriate
Assessment.

Natural England is in agreement
with the scope and conclusion of
the in-combination assessment,
subject to consideration of the
Heathrow Expansion.

Highways England is that the Heathrow
expansion should not be included within
the forecasts. This decision was agreed
with the Highways England Transport
Planning Group officer. NE have agreed
to this decision (A34, email 16.05.19) as
discussed at a meeting on 29.04.19
(A31) and further explained in email of
10.05.19 (A33)

Natural England were consulted on the
LSEs to be considered in the HRA
appropriate assessment, the information
to be considered as part of the
assessment and agreed with the
proposed process for the appropriate
assessment. Guidance has been
obtained from Natural England on the
scope of the in-combination assessment
for the HRA stage.

When producing traffic models for the
Scheme, and when considering the plans
and projects to be considered in
combination with the Scheme, the
Heathrow Expansion was scoped out.

The Department for Transport have
provided no information on what strategy
will be implemented at Heathrow.
However, they have confirmed that it will
not result in any additional traffic
demand. Therefore, the decision from
Highways England is that the Heathrow
expansion should not be included within
the forecasts. This decision was agreed
with the Highways England Transport
Planning Group officer. NE have agreed
to this decision (A34, email 16.05.19) as
discussed at a meeting on 29.04.19

Agreed.

Agreed.

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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3.2.8 HRA Statement to inform
appropriate
assessment:

(Findings)

Assessment of
alternative solutions

3.2.9 HRA

3.210 HRA IROPI (Imperative
Reasons of Overriding

Public Interest)

Natural England will need to agree
with the findings of the Appropriate
Assessment to determine whether
the SPA is adversely impacted by

the Scheme.

Given the impact of the Scheme on
the integrity of the SPA, Highways
England will need to undertake an
assessment of suitable alternatives
to determine if there are alternative
ways of achieving the objectives of
the project to establish whether
there are solutions that would avoid
or have a lesser effect on the SPA.

Given the absence of an alternative
solution to the existing scheme,
IROPI will be required to take
forward the scheme.

(A31) and further explained in email of
10 05 19 (A33).

Natural England were consulted on the
findings of the HRA Stage 2 (APP-043).
Natural England agreed that the loss of
the SPA land will lead to an adverse
effect on the integrity of the SPA, and
agreed with the potential impacts (LSESs)
that were ruled out during the HRA
(changes in air quality, water quality,
noise, recreational disturbance, lighting
and spread of invasive plant species).

Natural England were consulted on, and
reviewed, the alternative solutions
section of the HRA as contained in the
HRA Stages 3-5 (APP-044) and have
confirmed that the consideration of
alternative options and explanation of
how the chosen scheme option was
arrived at is well argued and explained.
They state that the conclusion that no
feasible, less-damaging options could
have been selected is well argued and
clear. Therefore, they agree with the
approach to the assessment of
alternative solutions undertaken by
Highways England in relation to the
IROPI tests.

Natural England were consulted on, and
reviewed, the IROPI section as contained
in the HRA Stages 3-5 (APP-044)) and
consider that on the basis of the
evidence presented in the HRA, there
would be strong grounds for the
Secretary of State to conclude that there
are imperative reasons of overriding

Agreed.

Agreed.

Agreed.
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HRA
measures

3.2.11 Relevant
Representation (Ref

3.2.1.11)

Monitoring during
construction and post-
Scheme
implementation; SPA
Enhancement works
C1and C2

3.2.12 Indirect effects on
habitat suitability for

Annex 1 birds;

Relevant
Representation

Suite of compensatory

The proposed monitoring of the
SPA enhancement works C1 and
C2 has no direct link to the desired
function of these areas, i.e. that
they should have the potential to
provide feeding habitat for nightjar.
It is acknowledged that the
proposed monitoring of tree
establishment and plant diversity in
the grassland will, to an extent
provide a proxy measure of the
likely suitability of the areas for
nightjar. However, Natural England
would encourage consideration of
means of measuring habitat
suitability and /or usage of the
areas by nightjar, such as through
use of bio-acoustic technology.

Natural England is satisfied that the
applicant has properly considered
these potential impacts and has

public interest that the scheme should
proceed.

Natural England were consulted on and
agreed with the suite of compensatory
measures as contained in the HRA
Stages 3-5 (APP-044). This included the
appropriate ratios for the permanent and
temporary land take, and agreement on
the SPA compensation land parcels and
SPA enhancement areas, and their
proposed management.

Agreed.

Highways England has agreed with
Natural England that monitoring the of
use of C1 and C2 by nightjars would not
be an appropriate indication of whether
the SPA compensation land is
successful, as the primary purpose of the
compensation land is to provide
invertebrate resource for the SPA
qualifying species, as opposed to
providing foraging or nesting habitat. It
has been agreed with Natural England
(A38, meeting 11.09.19) that an
assessment of vegetation structure
and/or invertebrate or abundance
surveys would be more appropriate than
measuring usage by nightjars, in order to
determine if the SPA compensation
areas are successful. Highways England
will continue to liaise with NE with
regards to the scope of the surveys and
monitoring.

Agreed.

Highways England has agreed with
Natural England that there will be
ongoing monitoring of Annex 1 birds

Agreed

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030

Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1
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(Ref: 3.2.3.1) monitoring during

construction phase.

3.2.13 Draft DCO Requirement 8 (3)

(Thames Basin Heaths

Special Protection
Area (SPA)

Compensatory Habitat

Creation and
Enhancement
Measures)

3.2.14  Draft DCO Proposed Scheme
changes (non-

material)

3.3 Protected Species Licenses

m Natural England Comment Highways England Response m

proposed appropriate safeguards to  during construction. Highways England

manage risk. There are some

matters of detail where we would
welcome further discussion over
the applicant such as proposals for
monitoring Annex 1 birds during

construction phase to enable

appropriate measures to be put in
place if it were to become evident
that birds are being displaced due

to disturbance.

will continue to review the on-going
baseline with Natural England,
acknowledging that the population of
SPA qualifying species fluctuates on an
annual basis at Ockham and Wisley
Common, and therefore any fluctuations
could occur for a range of reasons, and
not necessarily as a result of
construction. It is agreed that findings will
be discussed with Natural England to
determine whether any changes in
baseline are due to construction or
natural fluctuation, and if any remedial
measures are required.

Following discussion (A42, meeting
03.12.19) Natural England confirmed that
they support (as described in
Requirement 8(3); APP-018) the
definition of works ‘having begun’ within
the SPA compensation areas being ‘as a
minimum, commencing preparatory
works within either of the SPA
compensation land parcels (i.e. ground
preparation or fencing).

Natural England have confirmed (in a
meeting on 03.12.19 (A42) and in an
email of 09.12.19 (A43) that they are
content with the proposed non-materials
changes to the Scheme

Agreed.

Agreed.
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Sub-section

Natural England Comment

Highways England Response

3.3.1 Protected Species
Licenses

3.3.2 Protected Species

823 Protected Species

Licenses

Great crested newts;
sand lizards

Common reptiles

Bats and badgers

Natural England would like to be
involved with the development of
protected species licences and
agreeing a process for determining
whether a licence is required for
which species and how these will
be processed.

Natural England would like to be
involved with the development of
protected species licences and
agreeing a process for determining
whether a licence is required for
which species and how these will
be processed.

Natural England would like to be
involved with the development of
protected species licenses, as
there are potential bat roosts and
badger setts within the Scheme
footprint.

Natural England have agreed
that due to their low presence
within the DCO boundary, great
crested newts and sand lizards
would not require licences, and
harm could be avoided through
a Precautionary Method of
Working (PMW) These
measures are detailed within the
M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley
interchange TR010030 7.2
Outline Construction
Environmental Management
Plan (APP-134)

Agreed.

Natural England agreed that
due to the presence of abundant
suitable habitats outside the
DCO boundary, vegetation
clearance could be carried out
under a PMW for reptiles. These
measures are detailed within the
M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley
interchange TR010030 7.2
Outline Construction
Environmental Management
Plan (APP-134)

Natural England agreed that a
licence would be required for
the closure of bat roosts and
badger setts.

Agreed.

Agreed.

Natural England agreed to
review draft licences for bats
and badgers under their
Discretionary Advice Service
once satisfied that the draft

Agreed.
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Sub-section Natural England Comment Highways England Response

licences indicated that the
project is licensable.

Draft licences for bats (including  Agreed.
application form, method

statement and accompanying

figures, and reasoned

statement) and badgers

(including application form,

method statement and

accompanying maps) were

provided to Natural England for

review.

A
Natural England has provided greed

full review comments / Letter of
No Impediment (LONI) (A25)

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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3.4 Replacement Land (outside of SPA) for the loss of common land

The land affected is mapped as
access land therefore there is a
need for compensation.

3.4.1 Replacement Land Loss of common and
open access land.

Natural England were consulted Agreed
on, and agreed to, the proposed
replacement land (outside the

SPA) which is to be provided as
compensation for the loss of

common land. The planting

proposals were also agreed,

with particular emphasis on

benefiting the adjacent Ockham

and Wisley Common SSSI.

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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Environmental Statement

Topic Natural England Comment Highways England
Response

Natural England were

Ecology Ancient woodland; Any losses of ancient woodland Agreed.
veteran trees; Habitats  that cannot be avoided will need to ~ consulted on the proposed
of Principal Importance  be compensated for using a methodology for valuing
bespoke approach. ancient woodlgnd, veterlan'

trees and Habitats of Principal
Importance. Natural England
agreed to the proposed
methodologies and valuations.
Natural England were
consulted on and agreed to the
proposed woodland creation
and woodland enhancement
within the replacement land.

3,52  Ecology Ancient Woodland The project will need to Natural England have reviewed  pgreeq
demonstrate how it has avoided or (€ measures that have been
compensated for any loss to taken to reduce the loss of
ancient woodland. ancient woodlands and provide

enhancements to existing
ancient woodlands, as outlined
in the Environmental Statement
(APP-052). Natural England
are content with the proposals.

853} Ecology Biodiversity net gain The project will need to Due to the scheme’s location, it Agreed
demonstrate how it has achieved a  has not been possible to
net gain in biodiversity completely avoid loss of land

from national and international
statutory designated sites and
irreplaceable habitat outside
designated sites (ancient
woodland and veteran trees).
Therefore, in keeping with

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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Topic Natural England Comment Highways England
Response

published guidance (Baker et al
(2019) Biodiversity net gain.
Good practice principles for
development. CIRIA, CIEEM &
IEMA) overall the scheme
cannot achieve ‘biodiversity net
gain’ and, in line with good
practice, metrics to quantify the
scheme’s biodiversity
outcomes have not been used.
Rather, the ecological design
has been based on the
mitigation hierarchy to avoid
and minimise losses as far as
practicable, and a landscape-
level approach for the
compensation to deliver long-
term benefits for nature
conservation. Natural England
have agreed with this approach
(A36, email 22.05.19).

3.5.4 Ecology Survey methodology Natural England will need to agree  Natural England were Agreed
the approach to survey consulted on the survey
methodology for qualifying SPA methods for breeding birds
and protected species. (including qualifying SPA

species), bats (including the
use of tree climbing to assess
bat roost activity), invertebrates
and reptiles. Natural England
agreed to the proposed
methodologies.

Natural England have reviewed Agreed.
the residual impact assessment

for the Ockham and Wisley

Commons SSSI and are in

agreement with the findings.

3.5.5 Ecology SSSI — Natural England  Natural England are broadly
were asked to review satisfied with the content of the
the biodiversity chapter  Biodiversity chapter of the
of the ES with regards to  Environmental Statement.
the residual impact

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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Topic Natural England Comment Highways England
Response

3.5.6

3.5.7

Ecology

Ecology

assessment for the
SSSI

Local Nature Reserve —
Natural England were
asked to review the
biodiversity chapter of
the ES with regards to
the residual impact
assessment for the LNR

Location of construction
site compounds
(impacts on qualifying
SPA and
protected/designated
species)

Natural England are broadly Natural England have reviewed Agreed.
satisfied with the content of the the residual impact assessment
Biodiversity chapter of the for the Ockham and Wisley
Environmental Statement. LNR and are in agreement with
the findings.
The identification of the proposed The construction compounds Agreed.
locations for site compounds are needed in these locations
(Southern edge of Seven Hills to enable the construction of
Road; north east of the new the enlarged junction and
Cockrow Bridge and site at Elm structures. Highways England
Corner) and their design raises will work with Natural England
concerns. Care needs to be taken on the design, layout and
over the design and layout and operation of these compounds
ways of working to minimize the to ensure that disturbance to
potential for disturbance to the SPA qualifying species is
qualifying SPA and protected minimised. NE agree with this
species. approach (A38, meeting
11.09.19).

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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3.6

Water Framework Directive (WFD)

6.1 Bolder Mere Scheme impacts; Loss

of habitat

Natural England are concerned
about the impact of the scheme on
the habitat of the lake as a result of
the widening of the A3 (particularly
in relation to encroachment into the
NW shore) and that appropriate
mitigation is put in place to
counteract the effect. Impacts
include loss of a marginal reed bed
(Phragmites australis) as well as
trees and scrub located adjacent to
the existing A3
carriageway/footpath alignment.

Natural England are also
concerned that plans of road
drainage available at present show
the existing road drainage system
discharging runoff from the section
of A3 adjacent to Bolder Mere
direct to the lake

Mitigation has been discussed
and agreed with Natural England
as detailed in the M25 junction
10/A3 Wisley interchange (5.4)
Water framework directive
compliance assessment report
(APP-045)

This comprises of a scheme
configuration that minimises the
encroachment of the road into
Bolder Mere and a significant
upgrade to road drainage that
replaces a direct untreated
discharge to Bolder Mere with a
treated discharge to a
watercourse downstream of the
lake. Additional mitigation,
including measures relating
specifically to Bolder Mere have
also been developed as far as
concept sketches and brief
descriptions as detailed in the
M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley
interchange (5.4) Water
framework directive compliance
assessment report, Appendix F:
Brief descriptions and concept
sketches (APP-045). These are
recorded in the M25 junction
10/A3 Wisley interchange,
Outline Construction and
Environmental Management
Plan. Highways England is
committed to the implementation

Agreed.
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3.6.2 Bolder Mere SSSI Mitigation/enhancement;
increased public access
3.6.3 Relevant Indirect effects on
Representation habitat suitability for
(Ref: 3.2.3.1) Annex 1 birds;

monitoring during
construction phase.

Any habitat creation or
enhancement should not have the
effect of encouraging greater public
access around the lake shore. The
lake is vulnerable to damaging
impacts through increased amounts
of litter, trampling of sensitive mire
habitat, dogs entering the water
and disturbing sediments, and
people feeding ducks.

Natural England is satisfied that the
applicant has properly considered
these potential impacts and has
proposed appropriate safeguards to
manage risk. There are some
matters of detail where we would
welcome further discussion over
the applicant such as proposals for

of these measures, or measures
generating equivalent
environmental benefit.

The package of embedded and
additional specific measures has
been agreed in principle as a)
proportionate to the risk of
adverse effect of the Scheme on
the Bolder Mere SSSI unit and
b) with potential to deliver
additional biodiversity benefit.

Noted. Natural England have
reviewed the SPA Land
Management Plan (APP-105)
and are satisfied that the
proposals give sufficient
consideration to the issue of
preventing increased public
access (agreed at meeting on
11.09.19 - A38). Highways
England will continue to work
with Natural England to ensure
that this remains a key
consideration and that measures
are implemented to prevent
increased public access around
the lake shore.

Agreed.

Highways England has agreed
with Natural England that there
will be ongoing monitoring of
Annex 1 birds during
construction. Highways England
will continue to review the on-
going baseline with Natural
England, acknowledging that the

Agreed.
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monitoring Annex 1 birds during
construction phase to enable
appropriate measures to be put in
place if it were to become evident
that birds are being displaced due
to disturbance.

population of SPA qualifying
species fluctuates on an annual
basis at Ockham and Wilsey
Common, and therefore any
fluctuations could occur for a
range of reasons, and not
necessarily as a result of
construction. It is agreed that
findings will be discussed with
Natural England to determine
whether any changes in baseline
are due to construction or
natural fluctuation, and if any
remedial measures are required.

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
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8.2 Statement of Common Ground with Natural England

Appendix A. Correspondence

A.1 Meeting (24.03.16)
v
=
Meeting notes =
<
Project: Road Investment Strategy M25 J10
Subject: Stakehclder Meeting with Natural England
Date and time: 24/03/20186 Meeting no: 1
Meeting place: NE Offices, Winchester Minutes by: -
Present: Representing:  Natural England
Natural England
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTICN DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE
1 Health & safety
No issues raised
2 Intreductions
Aioloiies for delayed arrival were received from -
3 Purpose of meeting
The purpese of the meeting was 1o discuss land issues and
in particular SPA/SSSI land and pessible
exchange/compensation land.
4 ltems discussed
Any of the option types under censideration will require land
from the SPA, therefore, HRA will be required. Cne of the
elements of making the scheme suitable {c get through HRA
is the inclusion of appropriate compensatory habitat creation
for that lost; the loss to compensation ratio will depend cn
how the losses relate to the areas used by the three bird
species on which the SFA designation is based (nightjar,
Dartford warbler and wocdlark), all of which are ground-
nesting and hence susceptible io disturbance by humans
and their pets.
SPA land ideally should have limited human activity sc can
be in parts of the site less attraciive to dog walkers, cyclists
Next meeting: TBA
Distribution: As ier attendance list plus \_nd
Date issued: 10" June 2016 File ref:
NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:
These meeting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.
Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.
Natural England 260518 Minutes - Gopy.docx 26/05/16 Plan Design Enable
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ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

Natural England 2680516 Minutes - Gopy.docx 26/05/18

etc. Bird species generally undisturbed by traffic neise so
those areas of and around the site closest to the M25/A3
are potentially suitable as replacement SPA land.

Generally, the west quadrant is the main focus for habitat
pretection and enhancement (apart from the end nearest
Wisley Lane), whilst the east quadrant is the main fecus for
walkers efe; the north quadrant is seen as the most logical
area for further habitat enhancement, as it is relatively little
used by walkers, apart from the end near Redhill Road.

The merits of a green bridge cver the M25 were discussed
1o connect the west and north quadrants, but NE felt this
weuld make little difference 1o the species on which the SPA
is based.

NE suggested using parts of the site less suitable as SPA
habitat (change to for SPA bird species) for the construction
of slip roads, overbridges eic

Any land acquired as compensation for lost SPA land must
have the capability to become suitable as SPA

There is chvious potential to integrate the provision of
Exchange Land with provision of compensatery habitat, but
they do not have entirely complementary intentions and so
this may be cnly partially achievable. However, good
management of visiter pressure, including good path
surfacing 1o discourage wandering, is seen as the main
mechanism for enabling joint benefits frem additional {(and
existing) land.

There is potential for compensation adjacent to any of the
disparate paris of the Thames Basin Heaths SPA but the
cleser the compensaticn land is to the affected location the
better

Areas of existing S5SI to the north west and necrth east have
potential to become SPA land with the right
intervention/management and are less disturbed by public
than land to the south of M25; however, as such
improvements could, arguably, be undertaken as part of the
current management regime, this could be argued against
as being appropriate compensation for loss of SPA

habitat. I is still a worthwhile element of the package of
propesals overall, though.

Bicdiversity Opportunity Maps and Surrey Opporiunity plans
should be available from SWT (they have been requested)

There is an uncfficial BMX bike frack in the north east
quadrant — tolerated/licensed by SWT but finding an
alternative location could help the site gain favourable status
{which is probably not possible with current use by bikers) —
this could be a twist that would make the consequent
upgrading of this part of the SSSI an appropriate
compensation measure.

Plan Design Enable
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ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTION

DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

Need fo clarify what rights the Access Land confers — paris
of the site are Section 194 Commons [TBC] which, as with
registered commons, allows right to roam on horseback
Treatment of scils will be a key issue in creating suitable
habitat — review the Scil Handling and Management
Strategy from the A3 Hindhead scheme, as the range of scil
conditions is likely to be very similar (Hindhead Cemmon
forms part of the same SPA).

Expect cppoesition from residents if propose to remove trees
that screen the A3.

Hatchford Woed — outside SSSI but within Access

Land. Could be enhanced for public access 1o reduce
pressure on SPA. Ancient woodland but potential for
creaticn of heathland glades and rides, which would alsc
enhance bicdiversity.

Pend Farm — SWT cattle management and breeding centre
- potential to be restored to heathland if the cattle business
could be relocated. Surrcunded by SPA (and registered
commen)

Natural England 260516 Minutes - Copy.docx 26/05/16
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A.2 Meeting (26.04.16)
v
=
- !
Meeting notes =

Project:

Highways England - Read Investment Strategy (FCF Stage 1)

Subject:

M25 J10/A3 Wisley Interchange Cpticns Meeting with Surrey Wildlife Trust and

Natural England

Date and time:

26 Apr 2016 - 09:00

Meeting no: 1

Meeting place:

Atkins, Epsom Gateway

Minutes by:

.

Present: Representing: Highways England (PM})
Highways England (Project
Suppert)
Surrey Wildlife Trust
Natural England
Atkins (Engineering)
Atkins (Engineering)
Atkins (Environment)
Atkins (Environment)
Atkins (Environment}
Atkins (Environment}
ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE
1 Scheme currently at Options ldentification stage. n/a n/a
Aiming for Option Selection in November. Three
options were discussed — Option 16, 9 & 14. Not
all opticns meet aim of free-flowing traffic. Some
opticns may involve additional temporary land-
take for roads during construction.
2 SWT 1o be involved in value management stage. Mid-June Atkins to arrange
had indicated he would also like to
be involved. NE sees its’ role as providing
feedback on the environmental work.
3 South of the M25 is internationally designated Consider throughout Atkins design

Next meeting:

SPA and therefore most important. IROPI likely to
be required to take forward any option which
involves significant loss of SPA. More flexibility
with land-take to the north of the M25.

Public access very high on the commoen.
Commen Land must be compensated for by
contigucus compensation land which could be
complicated (particularly as a result of
development at Wisley Airfield).

Site meeting ASAP

Distribution:

Attendees plus

Date issued:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:
These meeting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.

26.04.2016 - NE - Minutes docx

Opticns |dentification
and Selection Stages

HE) and \-Surrey CC)

File ref:
5145620
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ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE

RESPONSIELE

NE requested a tunnel opticn o minimise loss of
internationally designed site be added te the
options being considered.

SWT o provide any existing informaticn on May 16
Biodiversity Opportunity Areas which could help

identify areas for ecclogical ccmpensation. Will

also identify any other SWT nature reserves that

could provide opportunities for compensation.

Lots of ecological data available across the site —
survey reporis to be provided and meeting
between“nd SWT Ranger

SWT 1o provide data on visitor numbers from
main car park counter.

SWT/Atkins
ecologists

Thames Basin Heaths SPA visitor surveys have
been carried cut. NE to forward infermation

NE

Requirement to engage with Surrey CC (the ASAP

landowner — _ — invite to site

meeting

Atkins/SCC

Site visit required with SWT (and NE) to identify ASAP
constraints and oppertunities (both engineering
and envircnmental aspects of the project).

Atkins, SWT, NE &
sSCC

Limited data available on water. VWater level data
available for Bolder Mere as classified as a
reservoir.

Drainage issues cn the slip rcads have been
identified by SWT ﬁand fed back to
Connect Plus. Atkins 1c oblain information from

Connect Plus.
Arrange meeting with EA.

Atkins (IIIIEIN
.

28.04.2016 - NE - Minutes docx
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A.3 Meeting (28.02.17)
v
=
Meeting notes -
<
Project: M25 J10/A3 Interchange
Subject: Matural England
Date and time: 28 February 2017 - 14:30 Meeting no: 2
Meeting place: NE Offices Winchester Minutes by: _
Present: Representing:  MNatural England
Natural England
Highways England
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE
1.0 Health & safety — safety moment was discussed N/A All

2.0 Background and Initial Views N/A -

-brieﬂy set out the background 1o the Road Investment Strategy
and the history of the J10 project tc date. [llllhen explained the
current opticns (9 and 14) and proposals for side roads/accesses.
Option 16 was noted as having been rejected for envircnmental and
cther reasons.

Il cted that NE had examined the proposals presented at the
consuliation exercise and whilst noting that Opticn 14 had a smaller
landtake from designated land, Option 9 may be preferable if it
provides a longer term solution and aveids the need for further works
in this area in the short-medium term that might otherwise have a
greater cverall impact.

‘oted that the land take figures presented currently exclude land
for temperary werks and construction compeunds so that Opticn 14
may affect more land than currently indicated in the ESR report for

the scheme.
Next meeting: TBA
Distribution: Those present and-
Date issued: File ref:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record Atking understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.

Contains sensdtive nformation
meeting notes - Natural England 28.02.17 docx
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Ecclogical Assessment Work and NE feedback

-:iescribed the ecological assessment work undertaken to date,
and the surveys completed or planned. He noted that the PCF 1
AIES covered all three options considered at that time (9, 14 and 16}
and thus presented an overall werst case scenarioc. At least cne of
the options was considered likely to affect the integrity of the SFA. It
was agreed thafllllwould forward a copy of the AIES to Natural
England for comment.

uggested that reference be made to bird data reporied by
volunteers and local groups, but cauticned that this data may under-
record the presence of birds close to the roads, if watchers and
chservers tended io visit the quieter parts of the common. f was
agreed that some areas of the area are better for birds than others.
ﬁ‘noted that the NV quadrant was being actively
managed/improved by SWT and becoming suitable for Nightjar
(POST MEETING NOTE — DID [ MEAN SW GUADRANT WHERE
WORKS HAVE TAKEN PLACE?)

‘nquired about the extent to which account had been taken of
the Wilsey Airfield proposed development. explained that HE's
design takes account of grewth generally but not necessarily to
facilitate the Wilsey development specifically, given that it does not
have planning permission. From an assessment perspective, E
acknowledged that the cumulative assessment would need to 1ake
this into account.

Further ecological work would 1ake place during PCF 2 ¢ gauge the
effect on the integrity of the SFA.

4.0

Key Issues for Natural England

-~ mented that he thought compensatory habitat would be an
inevitable requirement for both options (9 and 14} on the basis that
they would be likely ic affect the integrity of the SPA. This means
that beth options would be subject to IROPI tests. [Jpxplained that
further on-geing assessment of Option 14 may ultimately rule that
cut as a Teasible alternative as i currenily stands. -also indicated
that further work is being undertaken to see if Oplion 9 can be
medified in any way o reduce impacts and whether Option 14 needs
{0 be modified to deliver longer term benefits and/or improved
cperaticnal perfermance to meet the overall chjectives of the
scheme. It was agreed that if IRCPI is a requirement for beth
options, then it will be important to ensure that the options deliver the
right level of operational perfermance bearing in mind the scheme
requirements in the RIS.

.noted that nitrogen deposition from air pollution will be a further
key consideraticn. h indicated that the design speed of the
schemes is being considersd further as part of on-geing scheme
development, which could potentially offer scme envirecnmental
benefits.

Cther issues and concerns for NE included: ncise, lighting, extent of
parking and associated disturbance to the birds, water quality and

Contains sensifive information
meeting notes - Natural England 28.02.17 .docx
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pollution risks at Bolder Mere. E noted that the scheme would
provide a low noise surface on new/resurfaced seclions of rcad and
lighting would be minimised and designed to reduce light spill. N
also noted that the scheme would include polluticn contrel 1o current
standards that would improve pollution control. [oted that laybys
would be closed as part of the scheme. Illconsidered that this
would be of benefit o the designated sites by reducing disturbance
and litter.

-noted that veteran frees were an important aspect cf and
contributed to the SSSI designation. [Jhoted that areas of recent
plantation on ancient woodland sites were still valuable as ancient
woodland and Habitats of Principal Importiance included veteran
frees and ancient woodland.

4.0

Compensation and Mitigation

approach 1o identifying compensation habitat was discussed.

confirmed that there is no statutory requirement for
compensation for the loss of SSSI, although clearly much of the
S55| area was also SPA, where there would be a statutory
requirement for compensatory habitat.

it was agreed that geology/soil types would be important in
determining if these areas could be made suitable as SPA
compensation land. -offered tc share a suitable methodology for
the appraisal of alternative compensation sites (based cn the
SANGS approach). Mitigation areas have not yet been included in
the overall land take calculations.

There was a discussion about the amount of land likely 1o be
required, which may need io be greater than that lost, to additionally
compensate for any time lag in achieving its fully functioning
ecological status [llladvised that the approach is normally 1o
require delivery of the mitigation in advance cf completion of the
develcpment. queried whether the approach for SANGS is likely
to directly comparable as in this case we are seeking to replicate the
habitat lost and nct simply 1o provide a suitable alternative
recreaticnal open space. It was agreed that NE weuld provide a
short note setting out their preferred approach to the provision of
mitigation and compensaticn land.

Bl :cnfirmed that Atkins was also looking at compensation for loss
of commen land and raised the possibility cf this land alsc being
used as compensation for loss of ecologically designated land.

-‘noted NE had a public recreaticn remit as well as the ecological
responsibilities but that SPA land was not necessarily compatible
with land used for public access. [Jindicated that alternative land
may be required cr that access weould need to be managed, but the
potential for combined mitigation areas was not ruled out.

Various land parcels identified as common land compensation were
discussed. The area surrounding the SWT farm was identified by NE
as being suitable for heathland creaticn and would link up
surrounding designated land. The RHS Wisley land by the M25
would also be suitable for heathland creation.

Contains sensitive information
meeting notes - Natural England 28.02.17 .docx
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5.0

Next Steps

H\ccmed the opportunity to continue close invelvement with the
project. She outlined two possibilities:

¢ Using NE's chargeable Pre-Submission Screening Service
(PSS) for infermal engagement on licences. [
emphasised that a draft licence application generally needs
{0 be submitted and considered in advance cf submitting the
DCO application, so that a Letter cf No Impediment can be
issued 1o the Planning Inspectcrate by the examination; and

* Using NE’s chargeable Discretionary Advice Service, for
engagement on the HRA etc.

In the meantime, -agreed that NE would provide its comments to
HE’s option consultation exercise in writing, noting that it is not
normal policy tc express a preference at this stage.

-enquired about the merits of agreeing an evidence plan. -
thought this is scmething that would need tc be addressed through
the DAS process, which would be HE/Atkins respensibility 1o initiate.

A Statement of Common Ground would be required for the DCO
and NE undertcok toc work with Atkins to develop this for their area of
interest.

Bl summarised what the next steps in the developmeant of the
scheme would be including a Value Management Workshep o help
choose a Preferred Route later in PCF 2 and statutory consultation in
PCF Stage 3.

-mted that Forestry Commission hadn't received an invitation to
the consultation but would send a response to it. RSPB were alsc
cocncerned about the scheme and would like a meeting 1o discuss the
proposals. NE would like 1o be consulted further during PCF 2.
Atkins undertock io send a copy of the PCF 2 Scoping Report and
the AIES when ready.

Atkins

Contains sensitive information
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A.4 Email (12.06.17)

From: I
Sent: 12 June 201711:17

To:

Cc:

Subject: RE: Summary of ecology methodologies for M25 Junction 10
Attachments: @

This message has been archived.
Dear

Thank you for sending the methodologies. I am satisfied that the proposals for both birds and
invertebrates appear sound and fit-for-purpose.

I can confirm that Natural England is happy for you to undertake invertebrate surveys using pitfall
traps on the land, assuming that you have the permission of the landowner/tenant.

Best wishes

Land
Attachments:

imagedd2.jpg {20 KB}
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A.5 Meeting (28.07.17)
v
=
Meeting notes o
<
Project: M25 J10/A3 WISLEY INTERCHANGE
Subject: ENVIRONMENT
Date and time: 28 July 2017 - 10:00 Meeting no:
Meeting place: NE Office - Winchester Minutes by: -
Present: Representing: Highways England
MNatural England
RSPB
RSPB
Forest Enterprise
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE
1.0 Health & safety - [lllstarted meeting with safety ~ N/A NIA
moment
2.0 -3utlined the reascns for undertaking the MNA N/A
scheme and the revised scheme cbjectives which
came out of the VM workshep. There was
general consensus that the revised chjectives
were much better than the original cnes and
would result in a better scheme. [Jfthen went
over the current scheme propesals and the side
road options that had been included in the
assessment io date.
3.0 R en presented alternative options for the side  N/A N/A
roads at Wisley Lane (WIS 1A and WIS 11), the
Scout Camp/Pond Farm (CAMP 03) and Painshill
properties (PAIN 4C and PAIN 10). There was a
eneral discussicn on the merits of each cption.
ueried Historic England’s views on WIS 1A
and it was confirmed that they preferred an
alternative that minimised cr did not affect RHS
Wisley grounds. ] questicned what traffic
assumpticns had been made regarding WIS 11.
ighlighted concern over loss of woodland
and ancient woodland with WIS 11 and noted that
al types of ancient woodland were considered of
equal value. Any losses of ancient woodland
Next meeting: TBA
Distribution: Attendees and (G
Date issued: 4th august 2017 File ref:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.
Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are

received in writing within five days of receipt.
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ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTION

DEADLINE

ATKINS

RESPONSIELE

would need o be compensated (not mitigated) for
at a ratic to be decided. Illqueried whether
alignments were fixed or could be amended {o
reduce effects, [lllconfirmed that these were
initial layouts that were subject to change and
improvement.

4.0

The Painshill options were then discussed and
Painshill Trust/Historic England'’s preference for
opticns that aveided or minimised impacts on the
Gothic Tower which had led to them. [Jjhoted
concerns over the loss of ancient woodland with
PAIN 10. t was noted that PAIN 4C was closer to
the SSSI than 4A but did not directly affect it.

N/A

N/A

5.0

CAMP 03 was also discussed and whilst the
‘green bridge’ concept was welcomed concern
was raised that its location could make public
access {o the west of the A3 too attractive/easy
being clese ic the Ockham Bites car park. It was
noted that the bridge would need to
accommodate forestry lomries and farm vehicles
but the access for vehicles would be gated as
with the existing Cockrow bridge.

N/A

N/A

6.0

It was noted that SWT had various proposals for
thinning the wooded areas arcund the junction
and any similar proposals as part of the scheme
could nct be considered as mitigation. The
scheme proposals would need to tie into SWT's
programme of works

N/A

N/A

7.0

-xplained the censenting route and the likely
timetable for this. IMwont over the future
stakeholder engagement arrangements and the
Statement of Common Ground (SOCG)
processes and procedures. The Letter of No
Impediment in relaticn io protecied species
licences in the DCO was also discussed.

8.0

-1en showed the draft red line drawing in
confidence 1o indicate potential areas of
compensaticn land for SPA/SSSI and
common/access land at the ratios from the
criginal M25 works of 3:1 replacement: taken.
The information needed io jusiify the choice of
land parcels were discussed and [Illrequested
that NE/RSPB provide a list of information that
they weould like to see 1o informyjustify the
replacement land.

N/A

N/A

18t August

9.0

AOB - there was discussion about the HE
Designated Funds that were available but
applications were required urgently as this fund
was being closed soon.-undertookto provide
copies of the side road options drawings noting
that these would have a draft stamp and were o
be treated in confidence

11t August

Click

Click 1o enter text
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A.6 Meeting (27.10.17)

Meeting notes

Project:

ATKINS

M25 j10 / A3 Wisley Interchange Improvement Scheme

Subject: Environmental stakeholders

Date and time: Friday 27 Octcber

Meeting place: Bridge House, Guildford Minutes by:

Present: Representing: Atkins, Environment Lead
Natural England
Natural England
Atkins, Asscciate Direcier, Ecology
Highways England
Atkins,
Atkins, Senior Ecolegist (Ornithology)
RSPB
Forestry Commission
Forestry Commission
RSPB
Atkins, Stakehclder lead
ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION ACTION RESPONSIBLE
/IDEADLINE
01 Health & safety n/a nfa
B bricf reminder on the importance of managing
information and confidentiality.
This meeting will share drawings and data which are not
yet in the public domain.
02 Introductions n/a r/a
03 Scheme update Atkins to ]
e Consultation focused on Option 9 and 14, and contact
Preferred Route Announcement (PRA) expected stakeholders
shertly and will include side road options. Subject to on morning
approval, Optien 14 will go forward to Statutory of PRA (date
Consultation. TBC)

& An“end of day” debate was held in the House of

Commons last Thursday with regards to Wisley Lane

{ RHS Wisley access— link here

e At present there is no change to the programme as a

result of the RIS Cpiimisation announcement -

Next meeting: tbe

Distribution:

Date issued: 1 November 2017

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

File ref:

These meeting notes record Atking understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.
Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are

received in writing within five days of receipt.
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ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION

ATKINS

ACTION
{DEADLINE

RESPONSIBLE

. dvised that the Red Line Boundary has now
eeh agreed with Highways England and it will
include replacement and compensaticn land.

04 o -talked through the hand annotated map

explaining the impacts of the junction upgrade, A3

widening and side road opticns including

overbridges, compounds and drainage

. .advised that the lifespan of the scheme is
modelled tc 15 years post cpening, sc 2037 and the
modelling accemmeoedates the growth cutlined in the
Lecal Plans

e Query on ancient woodland identification — Atkins
clarified that we are using EA Geostore data sets
and the habitat surveys have not yet picked up any
extra parcels. Veteran free surveys not yvet
undertaken {just desk study cf veteran trees frem
Woodland Trust website). Atkins {c review SCC
ancient woodland inventory and survey on site to
identify veteran trees or potential ancient woedland

nct currently identified. A slight discrepancy between

EA Geostore and MAGIC was noted and is being
investigated {note after meeting — review indicates
that the MAGIC map reflects the correct beundary
based on 2011 Surrey update).

« Query on cpportunity to enhance rights of way —-

clarified this is very much part of our consideraticn,

in particular the Painshill guadrant {north east) where

the ability 1o cross at j10 will be removed due to free
flow design

« Bridges will need o be replaced and some will be
vehicular and NMU accessible

® -outlined the habitat creation opportunities in the

replacement land areas in the four guadrants.
ueried why Deers Fam was not considered and

explained that it already had recreational use or

was not suitable.

. -outlined the assumption of a 3:1 replacement
commeoen/access land ratic based on precedent set
when the M25 was built

Atkins to
review
ancient
wcodland
inventory, by
mid-
December

05 HRA discussicn
. -::utlined the view from the project team
that we want io ensure that all parties can
work together to be sure we are in
agreement on the impacts of the Scheme
and the mitigation and compensation

ropcsals.
. i::utlined the bat survey werk
undertaken tc date and that Atkins feels
that likely significant effects on SACs

designated for bats can be ruled out based
on our current findings.

Contains sensifive information
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ATKINS

ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION ACTION RESPONSIBLE
{DEADLINE

o o tlined 2017 breeding bird survey
results for the qualifying features of the
SPA. These have been discussed with
Surrey Wildlife Trust, and appear to be in
keeping with their findings. Due to the
qualifying bird species being confined o
existing areas cuiside the footprint of the
Scheme, initial findings suggest that nc
displacement is anticipated as a result of
the Scheme.

. !queried if Atkins have obtained 2.Js
celegy bird survey data for the SPA|
confirmed that it had not been possible o
make centact. -agreed {0 provide contact
details of the relevant perscns(s) ic speak
te. NOTE: this data has since been
cbtained fer 2013-2017.

e Atkins clarified that due to the land take we
will be saying there is "likely significant
effect” on the SPA within the HRA
Screening report and as such we will be
geing to a full apprepriate assessment with
regards {c the SPA {(SACs have been ruled
out) There were discussicns on whether

j ect the integrity of the SPA.
deised that the combined
temperary/permanent land take of ¢ 12ha
would suggest it would and hence trigger
the IROPI 1est. It is a complex decision
because area cf land take does not directly
suppert breeding territcries of the qualifying
SPA species inits current state, it may
provide other benefits, such as supporting
inveriebrate focd sources. Atkins
explained that specialist advice on the
Habitats Regulaticns is 1o be cbtained o
ensure the final decision is robust.
acdvised that Atkins has secured the
services of [ 07~
Ecclegy) ie provide independent review,
which was welcomed by all attendees.

¢ Traffic medelling for the Scheme has not
yet been finalised. Should the traffic
modelling data identify any additional
European sites that could be impacted by
the Scheme, the HRA screening will be
revisited 1o include these in the
assessment.

. queried the condition of the SPA - [}

ed that there are a number cf parcels
so it is difficul te give a single answer but
this years’ record bird numbers suggest it is
in favourable condition. -nroposed that
condition assessment should be based cn
the recent 5-year mean, due 1o annual
fluctuations gueried if there is an

Now complete

Contains sensitive information 5
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ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTION

ACTION
{DEADLINE

i

RESPONSIBLE

oppertunity 1o increase bird habitat —.
advised that it would be via chgoing
heathland management rather than further
opening wocdland
Bl ised he has also raised concern
with the land managers {(Surrey Wildlife
Trust) regarding the impact of screening
woodland as he is keen o see retention of
deep screening
Il zised concems over effect of
windthrow on retained vegetation when
clearance had taken place and highlighted
the need for sensitive felling and
management.
It was considered that cleared areas should
not necessarily be replanted in the same
way as before. There is potential 1o
inccrperate cpen areas cf heathland
features, such as sandy mounds/banks
(suitable for invertebrates, a qualifying
feature of the SSSI) and heather, with
some scrub planting along the road edge
for visual screening purposes.

advised that he would recommend
bringing specific experts out on site 1o
advise on air quality effects once the RLB
is published
NMU access/route discussion -
advised large parts of the land are
registered commcn, plus access land with

designated bridleways and dead-end paths.

Cwestion raised as whether there is an
opportunity 1o better show NMU reoutes or if
designated routes have potential negative
impact? [fpdvised that we may be able to
better manage access but it needs expert
review, in particular understanding the
access patterns now and impact of local
by-laws. SWT wardens could have useful
infermation on current access/use.
raised the issue that access and habitat
mitigation / compensation need {c be
censidered helistically 1o ensure that the
access arrangements de net undermine the
value cf the habitat. If granted, the
implications of the Wisley development will
need to be considered.

advised that the project team will be
seeking Statements of Common Ground
from all the groups present to ensure all
concems are logged. [edvised that he
sees that it would be a short document with
no major concerns raised as the project
team is being thorough and addressing
issues in the right way. . advised he did

Contains sensifive information
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ITEM

ko

DESCRIPTION & ACTION ACTION RESPONSIBLE

{DEADLINE

not envisage giving evidence to the
planning hearing as a result.
The requirement for an Evidence Plan with
regards to the HRA process was
discussed, and it was agreed by all
attendees that this would be advantageous.
advised that this would need to be
arranged very quickly.

06

Air Quality

ll-cnfirmed that he assessed the condition of the
555! units in 2011.

-questioned if the habitat type ascribed to scme
SS8SI units may not accurately represent the actual
habitat types present {for example the weodland
around Beoldermere Lake is described as dwarf shrub
heath). Illconfirmed that the latest Phase 1 data
can be used to determine the most suitable habitat
types within the SPA/SSSI| with regards to AQ
assessments.

cutlined general concerns with regard to air
guality such as nutrient deposition and impact on
scrub/bramble growth levels within a zone from 30-
40m from the scurce at roadside, and that any
habitat preposals for replanting the temporary land
take areas within the SPA and/cr SSSI will need to
consider a management plan that cculd cope with
this accelerated regrowth.
All agreed that we need to be confident that any
changes to the road are attenuated and that
vegetation has an impertant rele in this.

07

Mitigation and Compensation

larified that terminology will need to be as

consisient as possible ic satisfy legal requirements
but peints out that different documents have different
definiticns and this is a risk Atkins are very aware of.
In relation 1o the SPA compensaticn means
compensaticn in the terminclogy cf the Habitats
Regulaticns. There will be a statement in the ecology
chapter 1o clarify terminclogy.

advised that the project team’s current focus is
on making any loss of habitat/ancient woodland as
small as possible, or avoiding all together but will

report residual loss.
#dvised that the Forestry Commission would be

ooking for multiple benefits of new woodland
planting {such as helping 1o filter run off) and
stressed the importance of edge habitats-
advised cauticn given the nature of pollutanis that

me from the read with pellution incidents etc.

dvised that they can help lcok at hazard areas.
Atkins queried how Natural England and Ferestry
Commission work together as Statutery Consultees
on Ancient Woodland? [Jilacvised that it is

Contains sensitive information 5
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ITEM

i

DESCRIPTION & ACTION ACTION RESPONSIBLE
{DEADLINE

largely cn a case by case basis but they are
committed o woerking together on this scheme.

. ! made a quick summary of the sketch propcsals
plan — and 1o note that these are still options being
investigated, there may well be change as nct all
parcels of land may be required.:

uadrant
Woodland to increase connectivity, with patches of open
heathland which could in future suppert more bird
species

woodland with open glades.lllwas concerned that
provision of easier access (o this quadrant via a ‘green’
multi-functicn Cockrow Bridge would threaten its value
50 access weuld need to be managed io reduce the
impact. All agreed to contribute 1o development of
preposals for this bridge.

SW guadrant
Similar cpportunities as ﬂadrant, creation of

NE guadrant

Dense Scots Pine at present and direct connection 1o
SS58I. Selective clearance and cngeing management
weuld be undertaken ic enhance its bicdiversity value
weuld be undertaken but cted this would require a
felling licence and replanting.

SE qguadrant

Oppertunity to extend the common, but relatively low
usage at present IlMadvised that Natural England
wouldn't want 1o see this massively increased in any
case. Major land cppertunity/risk lies in the airfield site
which is being considered for housing.

To be B ook
clarified by answer

® -advised that mest landowners have been project team

contacted and some plots we have identified are
already up for sale.

¢ [l ucried who would be responsible for taking on
the management of any replacement land and
restored land required temperarily for construction in
the long term?

+ Braised the issue that the habitat within the
SPA/SSS] to be lost to the Scheme does not
currently suppert breeding territcries of the qualifying
SPA bird species, although it may provide foed
resources by supporting inveriebrates. It would take
a similar timescale to cenvert to functional habitat
{(i.e. heathland) cnce cleared as any new areas of
hahbitat creation. Therefore, it is propesed that any
new areas cf heathland creation do not need 1o be
established prior to the clearance of the SSSI/SFA
woodland habitat within the Scheme feotprint. This
was ackncwledged by all attendees.

Contains sensifive information 5
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ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTION

ATRINS

ACTION
/IDEADLINE

RESPONSIELE

Detailed scil sampling will be required 1o understand
the conditions at the replacement land sites and
inform mitigation proposals.

08 ACB

Il requested Natural England to provide a list plans
or project with HRAs for the Thames Basin Heaths
SPA they would like Atkins to consider in the HRA
screening. Il requested that this be shared with
RSPB once list is complied.

Il requested Natural England o review valuations
of different features. Il advised he will check if this
is chargeable aclivity before Atkins issues anything.
M noted that if replacement SPA land was provided
north of the M25 i.e. at Park Barn Farm this would
extend the influence cf the SPA cn local planning
policies and could generate chjection from Elmbridge
BC. This made Pond Farm more favourable as
replacement SPA if conditions there were/cculd be
made suitable.

It was noted that Natural England anticipate that
SPA replacement would be designated as SSSI/SPA
as s00n as it was acquired and would not be
dependent on establishment of suitable habitats or
species.

Discussions were held on integrity effects leading to
IROPI and suggestions that if the replacement land
was technically reducing a risk of harm to the SPA,
rather than compensating for harm, then integrity
might not be affected and the replacement land
could be noted as mitigation rather than
compensation.

Hl c HRA |
information

by end

November

sl
confirm
charging
requirements

09 - .
Summary
dicscussion

Hl stated he is pleased to hear the ambition of very
minimal cr no ancient wcodland land take. He would
like clarity on compensation ratios being considered.
He encouraged any compensatory woodland 1o be
multi-functional and productive. He wants to see no
net loss of woeodland. He would like Forestry
Commission to be involved in discussion on
woodland habitat enhancement.

Point of query from cur ncies: Il accepied that
wocdland loss within the SPA could be replaced with
heathland, as that is the key habitat for the site
RSPB view is that habitats assessmenis need ic be
done quickly and that Atkins share early drafis of the
HRA Screening report with llltc ensure any
concems can he addressed quickly.

Hl raised a questicn for Natural England on the
licences and methed statements required for the
DCO process. To be followed up separately as Il
will advise on what will be counted as a "paid for”
service.

Contains sensifive information
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ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION

e

ACTION RESPONSIBLE
{DEADLINE

« [l advised that the PRA is the next activily in the
programme and the Statement of Cemmon Ground
work would begin after that. Statutery consultation is
expected in early 2018.

« [l advised that the ongcing maintenance and
menitering regime is not yet defined but would be
required, HE keen to minimise impacis first wherever
possible.

« Ml advised an NMU woerkshep is being held 31
October and the views frcm this meeting will be
taken forward to inform discussions

+« [ advised that he will continue te focus on the
HRA and there will be cngoing conversations.

« [l noted there would be further meetings and
stakehelder telecons 1o discuss the issues. I
ncted that there would be an envircnmental design
workshop on site before Christmas.

Contains sensitive information
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A7 Email (12.12.17)
0000000
From: |
Sent: 12 December 2017 13:12
To: [
Subject: RE: M25 Junction 10/A3 Wisley Interchange Improvement - issues with contacting
the Major Infrastructure and Environment Unit
-

I've been given the following advice:

“I have tried myself previously in relation to NSIP Evidence Plans - the major projects team has disbhanded - | did try
their mailbox and reported to them that it was not being monitered. | was put on to someeone called I |
suggest an email/call to Il asking if he can help or direct them to the right person.”

Hope that helps.
T

From: I
Sent: 12 December 2017 12:07

To: |

Ce: I

Subject: RE: M25 Junction 10/A3 Wisley Interchange Improvement - issues with contacting the Major Infrastructure
and Envirenment Unit

That would be greatly appreciated I, thanks

Senior Ecologist

ATKINS
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5BW

TEL : I
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A.8 Meeting (18.12.17)

Meeting notes

Project: M25 J10/A3 Wisley Interchange Improvement

ATRINS

Subject: Natural England

Date and time: 18 December 2017 Meeting no:

Stage 3 - 001

Meeting place: NE offices, Winchester Minutes by:

Present: Representing:

ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE

Matural England
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins

RESPONSIELE

1.0 Health & safety — lll started the meeting with a
safety moment concerning recent cold weather
affecting visibility whilst driving

2.0 Intreducticns — I <ol ained that
none of his technical specialists frcm the relevant
fields could attend but that he would be liaising
with them after the meeting. I
intfroduced herself as the Atkins stakeholder lead
and explained that all strategic engagement
sheuld go through her. Technical
correspondence/discussions would be via the
relevant team. Other attendees explained their
roles and responsibilities on the project

Il made an update cn the PRA that was
anncunced in Nevember 2017, She explained
that the opticn is preferable from an
environmental point of view and design work
since the consultation closed at the beginning of
2017 has allowed the performance and safety of
this option to be improved. She further spoke
about the side road options being taken forward.
Il then spoke about the DCO process and the
upcoming statutory consultation, that the
Statement of Community Ceonsultation (SeCC) is
under consultation and that a consultation report
will be published cnce consultation has closed.
Il requested 1o see the SOCG template. TEC

Il commented that the werk is engoing on the
PEIR which will be available ready for the

Next meeting: TBA

Il tc check with
Highways England
that the template
has been approved
and can be shared

Distribution: All present plus I

Date issued: 20/02/18 File ref:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.
Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are

received in writing within five days of receipt.
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ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTION

DEADLINE

ATRING

RESPONSIELE

statutory consultation and he stated that Design
Fix 2 has been reached and that this is the design
that is being taken ferward to consultation. After
the consultation has closed, the design team will
amend the scheme in light of any valid feedback.
This will result in Design Fix 3 which is taken
forward.

3.0

Licenses and consents — Il explained that work
on the HRA and protecied species licenses runs
parallel to the consultaticn preparation. The DCO
process allows for the protected species licenses
to be wrapped up by PINS but they could be
drafted it in cellaberation with Natural England,
alongside the Letter of No Impediment, pricr to
making an application for consent. 1l stated
that either process is fine so long as there is an
agreed process up front that we all agree to work
to.

Il siated that there is slill a lot of informaticn to
gather — surveys are starting again in January
2018 and will centinue into the spring. This will
include bat roost assessments of trees, and he
believes that it is likely we will encounter one or
more bat rocsts. There will be both permanent
and temporary land take — it may be possible to
avoid a bat roost if a tree is in the temperary land
take but net if it falls within the permanent land
take boundary. ¥We will explore all options but
may require a mitigation licence for the loss of bat
roosis.

Hl cxplained that a walkover is due te take
place in January that will identify any badger setts
within the Scheme foctprint— again, it is likely that
some badger setis will be identified. If active seils
fall within the temperary land take, then we will
investigate whether we can avoid disturbing
them. Any seft clesures would be likely to require
a licence and mitigation.

He believes that these are the key licences 1o
censider and explained that atimeline is being
produced and Atkins will keep Natural England
informed of progress.

Hl stated that low numbers of great crested
newts have been recorded around the Scheme
and may occur within the footprint in very low
numbers. In addilicn, only a single sand lizard
has been recorded during surveys to date.
Therefore, Il does not anticipate a licence
being required for these species, but rather a
Precauticnary Methed of Werking, cr Method
Statement.

Il agreed that a Method Statement may be
apprepriate fer great crested newts and reptiles

Contains sensifive information
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{including sand lizard which may cccur in very
lew numbers). In discussing the DAS process
and the timelines invelved M believes that it
could potentially lead tc weeks of werk. It was
agreed 1o keep communication open so that
everyone was in the lcop.

4.0

Evidence Plan — Il advised that with DEFRA no
lenger being involved that the key crganisation e
falk to about the evidence plan is PINS who will
have a clear understanding abcut which evidence
is required {see Advice Note 11). In the absence
of guidance from DEFRA we could do our own
versicn. lll noted that this would feed into the
SOCG and weuld need tc involve others apart
from NE.

5.0

HRA Screening — Il advised that the HRA
screening is ready, it has been submitted to
Highways England and cnce it has been
approved it can be shared with stakeholders. The
red line boundary was discussed and that it
encompasses all replacement land. Il stated his
view that all replacement land should be in one
lecation and not fragmented. Il was supporiive
of Pond Fam as compensation for lost SPA as it
is directly connected 1o other SPA areas and
could provide supporting envircnment for the
gualifying breeding bird species. Heathland was
discussed — and the possibility of removing
conifers and cpening up Surrey Wildlife Trust
land. Il related some evidence gathered by
Natural England that indicates that tall, dense
‘screens’ of Trees along side major roads can be
effective in dispersing traffic emissicns and that
whilst heathland creaticn or restoraticn may be
considered as part of the overall mitigaticn
package, there may be a need to consider
whether there are potential benefits in retaining
frees in some locations.

Il advised that there could be mere extensive
barriers put inte place than the number in place at
the current time. This is primarily for noise
impact but could alsc have air quality benefits.
Il advised that all environmental mitigaticn
proposals will be ready for consultation in 2018.

6.0

Bolder Mere

Bl cxplained that the proposed scheme widens
the A3 immediately adjacent to the (artificial) IR
edge of Bolder Mere. The proposed scheme
would encroach inte Bolder Mere, taking seme
wet woodland and reedbed habitat. The extent of
this encrcachment needs 1o be confirmed by
topegraphic survey.

Current designations of Belder Mere were
discussed. The lake is designated as part of the
{Thames Basin Heaths) SPA, and as part of the

Contains sensffive information
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{Ockham and Wisely Ccmmgen) SSSI. |t is also
identified as a heavily modified lake water bady in
its own right under the EU Water Framework
Directive. The lake is a habitat of particular value
under the SSSI designation, less so 1o the
species designated under the SPA. Further
information is needed 1o properly understand the
effect of works on WFD status.

Il feels that any impact will need to be
mitigated, he explained how and why Bolder
Mere is a good quality water body (for instance
the value of the lake and its margins ic dragon
and damsel fly). Discussion arocund how to
mitigate the effects of the scheme 1cok place - in
particular arcund whether, from the perspective
of the area as a whole, there would be more
value in investigating cpperiunities to improve
habitats along the margins of Boldermere, cr,
instead to focus mitigation effort on
improvements tc smaller ponds and mires in the
same catchment tc the north of the A3.
Implications of implementing mitigations outside
of the current red line boundary were discussed.
Il cxplained that the next steps would be a walk
over in January to better understand the lake Jan
habitats and potential for mitigation. It was
agreed 1o bring the Envircnment Agency into the
discussicn about this topic due to its unusual
circumstances, but in particular tc understand
better how the requirements of the WFD would
influence mitigation weorks. Kt was felt that there
could be a number of creative possibiliies to
improve what is currently there.

7.0

AOB — I clarified that a clear method
statement would be produced fer the Gl works.

Contains sensifive information
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A.9 Email (26.01.18)
I
From: O
Sent: 26 January 2018 10:30
To: [
Cc: e
Subject: RE: Evidence plan for M25 /10 - request far your thoughts
T

| have discussed this with my colleagues in our planning section.

lam afraid that Natural England is currently unable 1o take on the role Tormery taken by MIEU. We do not currently
have the capacity to increase our time input to the M25/A3 junction improvement scheme and we are also concerned
tat it might compromise Natural England’s role as an impartial advisor.

| am sorry if this is not the response you wanted but hope that you can find a way forward.

Best wishes

N

Land Management Advisor

Thames Valley Team

Natural England

Cromwell House

15 Andover Read

WINCHESTER SC23 7BT Tel: I vic.. I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard
www.gov.uk/natural-england
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Meeting (16.03.18)

ATKINS
Meeting notes

Project: M25 J10/A3 Wisley Interchange

Subject: Envircnmental Mitigation/Compensation and HRA
Date and time: 16 Mar 2018 - 09:00 Meeting no: 1
Meeting place: Pond Farm Minutes by: |

Present: Representing:

Natural England {NE)
Forestry Commission (FC)
Forestry Commission
RSPB

RSPB

Surrey Wildlife Trust (SWT)
Surrey Wildlife Trust
Surrey County Council (SCC)
Surrey County Council
Highways England

Atkins

Atkins

Atkins

Atkins

DTA Ecclogy

Atkins

ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

T Health & safety N/A All
I highlighted the risk from ticks and noted that this
was likely to increase with warmer weather coming

2.0 Overview and site walkover NIA All
I - tlined the main features of the current scheme.
I noted SWT's objection to inclusion of Sha of
Pond Farm as a replacement land parcel, although he
understood the reascns why this area was included.
All attendees then undericok a site walkever looking at the site
scheme area located with SCC land, with particular interest in
the replacement land areas at Pond Farm, Park Barn Farm
and Chatley Heath Wood. After the walkover, attendees were
invited 1o express their views on the proposals.

3.0 Pend Farm N/A All
I =t out the SWT view that this parcel was
unsuitable as compensation for SPA as he felt it was toc wet
to create sustainable heathland habitat and would be
damaging to SWT's operations and hence their ability to

Next meeting: TBA

Distribution: All attendees and | S
|

Date issued: File ref:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record Atking understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.
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manage the rest of the SPA. Although he felt it would have
some habitat value, the change to open public access weould
be incompatible with SWT's need to use the land as winter
grazing for their herd and a lecation for catile with calves and
stock needing to be quarantined. The ability to maintain the
stock levels and herd management at Fond Farm is vital to the
management of the entire SPA, not just the Wisley part of it.
He felt it would be unatiractive 1o users due to the wet ground
conditions for much cf the year and that there was no evidence
of public pressure tc access the farm fields. I
was also of the same view. The RSPB alsec stated that Pond
Farm was not suitable as SPA replacement as it would not be
possible to provide appropriate habitat in this lecaticn.
I otcdd that, with management, it could be
suitable for certain aspects of the SPA, providing habitat that
would contribute to supporting the qualifying species. He noted
that the SPA land {c be lost was of low value being closest 1o
the M25 and A3. I ncied that specific areas
identified as compensation for lost SPA would by preference
be scuth of the M25 to aveid extending the planning
restriclicns arising from the SPA in local autheority areas. It was
noted that the Pond Farm area was ideally placed as
replacement SPA and commen land as it sat within areas
covered by both designations. This lead onto discussions
about alternative means of compensating for lost SPA land.

4.0

SPA compensation N/A
I noted that it might be possible {o provide
compensation for the impacts resulting from the loss of SPA
land by enhancing the habitat value cf land within the currently
designated boundary (i.e. by clearing woodland fo allow areas
of heathland 1o regenerate). However, it was noted that there
would be an expectation to aveid physical loss of SPA total
land area, thus requiring Pond Farm (or additional land
asscciated with the wider Thames Basin Heaths SPA) to form
part of the compensation package.
It was noted that clearance of wocdland/iree cover io achieve
this would require agreement from Forestry Commissicon.
ncted that Forestry Commissicn could

suppert this approach subject tc agreed areas/proportions of
canopy cover being maintained and new areas of planting
within the replacement land being provided. N

referring to the EC guidance {Guidance Document
on Article 6(4) of the ‘Habitats Directive’ 82/43/EEC 2012) cn
this noted at 1.4.1 that to be allowable the SPA enhancement
must not be scmething that would have been done as ‘normal
practice’ under the Habitats and Birds Directives or obligations
laid down in EC law. SWT cenfirmed that their chligations were
to ‘maintain’ the 8PA and 888! and hence additicnal
enhancement did not form part of ‘normal practice’. I
I ccnfirmed that enhancement must not be what was
going 1o happen anyway and understood that restoration of
further areas of heathland was an aspiration. It was ncted that
enhancement of the SPA could include NMU provisicn and
dog control orders that would encourage public use of the
replacement land areas and reduce pressure on the main
heathland areas of the SPA which were most used by the
qualifying species. The effectiveness of dog control orders was

Contains sensitive information
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be used tc construct the scheme and is likely ic be cleared of
vegetation during the works. The intention is 1o retumn this land
to the landowner {mainly SCC) in a condition where it can
provide envirenmental benefit. There was agreement that this
should have a varied vegetation profile with scrub {excluding
gorse) and some larger trees to benefit the SPA and should
have a scallcped edge 1o create diverse edge habitat. The
available land within the highway boundary (such as
embankment slopes) would be treated similarly but alsc
provide screening for views of the M25/A3 where appropriate.
Environmental barriers would be provided to mitigate noise
effects and which could serve 1o enhance the SPA by reducing
neise levels for the qualifying species and encourage their
spread. SWT also favoured lighting proposals that reduced the
light spill from the M25/A3 where possible.

The potential provision of one or more green bridges (as
enhanced provision at bridges that would be replaced anyway,
particularly Cockerow and Clearmeunt bridges) was discussed
and all agreed that this would be of significant benefit 1o the
scheme and should be explored through the Highways
England designated funds. SWT confirmed willingness 1o
input advice to the design process for such features and tc
lock at ideas for work they might potentially undertake e add
value to such bridges. I noted that careful
consideration would be needed {c ensure such bridges did not
encourage recreational pressure in sensitive areas. RSPE
agreed with the need {o consider the potential for change in
recreational pressure as a result of these bridges and also this
is something that the wider scheme needs ¢ consider
helistically as the improvement of NMU provisicns through the
juncticn has the petential 1o change access tc the SPA and
therefore recreational disturbance.

9.0 HRA Discussion

I ot cut the current situation regarding the HRA
work neling that the Screening decument confirmed that a
likely significant effect had been identified with regard o the
Thames Basin Heaths SPA. The draft had been circulated for
comment io NE, RSPB and SWT. NE and SWT confirmed that
they had no ccmments {@part from an email comment frecm
Natural England ahead cf a meeting beoked for 27 March
regarding specifically 1o consideration of air quality). N
I ccnfirmed that the RSPB have already provided their
comments. Some aspecis were discussed in the meeting and
it was agreed that a response 1o all comments would be
provided with an updated versicn of the screening report.

ncted that the Screening sheould dearly set
out which aspects of the scheme could have likely significant
effects as only these should be addressed in the Appropriate
Assessment. it was agreed that these would be limited to
peripheral habitat loss in areas that are not currently
heathland, habitat degradation (by changes in air quality
and/cr hydrology), and disturbance (visual, light, noise and
changes in recreational usage patterns). RSPB highlighted
the need for clarity regarding what is being proposed as
avoidance, mitigation, cempensation and enhancement
measures.

Gontains sensitive information
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A.11 Email (16.03.18)

From: |

Sent: 16 March 2018 12:13

To: I

Cc: |
Subject: Re: HRA Screening report

Hi I,

Thank you for sending your HRA screening document through to Natural England. My colleague NN
recently forwarded this onto myself.

On the whole, we're happy with the issues discussed within the screening document and have no further comments
of real note to make at this stage. In terms of air quality, you've stated that you intend to carry out an in-
combination assessment for the Thames Basin Heaths SPA. As you've established that there will be an effect alone,
an in-combination assessment would not be necessary {as an in-combinaticn effect is already implied from
establishing one in isclation). | hope this makes sense.

We would be happy to discuss the document further at the meeting scheduled for the 27" March, if you feel this
would be helgful.

All the best,

Planning Lead Advisor
Thames Team
Natural England

Tel: I

www.gov.uk/natural-england
We are here to secure a healthy natural envirenment for pecple to enjoy, where wildlife is grotected and England’s
traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.
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A.12 Email (23.03.18)

From : I

Sent: 23 March 2018 06:56

To: S
Ce:
Subject: Request for survey methodology approval: Aerial Tree-Climbing Appreach for Roost Surveys

Importance: High

Dear I,

As you are aware, we have undertaken Ground Level Tree Assessments {GLTAs) of trees within and immediately
adjacent to the DCQ beundary. This has identified trees with potential roost features, and we have undertaken tree
dimbing inspections of these potential features {where safe to do so) in trees that were assessed as moderate

potential or higher. This process has identified up to 70 trees to date that have moderate ar high potential.
Traditionally the next step would be to undertake emergence/re-entry surveys within the appropriate season.
However, due to the setting of the majority of these trees within dense woodland, it is known frem experience that
traditional ground level emergence/re-entry surveys may be challenging and could potentially lead to uncertainty in
determining which location a bat appeared from.
Therefore, | would really like to gain approval from Natural England, to replace emergence/re-entry surveys of trees
with aerial tree-climbing surveys under the following circumstances:

e The free is safe to climb;

e The tree is easily accessible.

Trees with moderate potential will be climbed twice within the optimal survey season {May — August/September),
while trees with high potential will be climbed three times. If the first aerial tree-climbing assessment of the tree
was undertaken during the optimal survey season {May — August/September) and in the same survey season as the
proposed surveys, then it will count towards one of the roost {emergence / re-entry) surveys.

If roosts are identified during any of the aerial tree-climbing inspections, and it is not clear as to how many bats or
kat species are present, a standard Roost Survey{s) {either emergence or re-entry) will be carried cut to supplement
the existing infoermation, cenfirm the species present and provide a roost count.

Following the GLTA and Aerial Tree-Climbing surveys, trees with moderate — high potential for roosting bats that
cannot be safely climbed will be subject to traditional emergence / re-entry surveys.

We feel that this method will improve accuracy and confidence in our bat roost assessments, whilst increasing
efficiency of the assessment of a large number of trees.

Please can yeu confirm if you agree with the preposed methedelogy. If you require further information, please do
getl in touch.

Many thanks

I CFcol MCIEEM

Senicr Ecologist, Infrastructure

UK & Eurcpe

Ecology

company [ | 1]
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I

From:

Sent: 23 March 2018 15:33

To: [

Ce:

Subject: RE: Request for survey methodology approval: Aerial Tree-Climbing Approach for
Roost Surveys

Importance: High

L

One of my protected species licensing colleagues has had a careful look at your proposal.

Natural England Ts satisfied that the proposed methodology is appropriate given the circumstances, is in l'ne with
kest practice guidance, and is likely to provide an adequate level of survey effort.

| can therefore confirm that we agree with the proposed method.

I

Land Management Advisor

Thames Valley Team

Natural England

Cromwell House

15 Andover Road

WINCHESTER 5023 7BT Tel: I |/ c . I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard
www.gov.uk/natural-england
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A.13 Meeting (27.03.18)

england

ATKINS
Meeting notes
Project: M25 J10/A3 Wisley interchange improvement scheme
Subject: HRA Assessment and Air Quality
Date and time: 27 March 2018 — 10am Meeting no: o002
Meeting place: Cromwell House. Winchester Minutes by: _
Present: Representing:
Matural England (NE)
Natural England (NE)
Natural England (NE)
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
ITEM DESCRIFTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

1.0 HRA Assessment
There was a discussion about the need for compensation for
any loss of land. spoke about clearing some areas of
woodiand to create heathland. Natural England stated that
they were in agreement with this approach in principle if it
supported habitat creation. [lillstated that with six hectares of
the SPA being lost Natural England would expect six hectares
to be re-provided, and that Natural England saw this as part of
a package with enhancement works within the SPA boundary.
Il =phasised that meeting the requirements of the
legisiation was key. While it was agreed that the scheme is not
anticipated to result in a reduction in numbers of birds of SPA
species, there will be a loss of habitat that contnbutes to the
site fabric (e.g. by providing a woodland edge to the heathland
and contributing to the invertebrate resource for the SPA
qualifying bird species).

Il 25vised that in terms of discretionary advice the protected
species advice team were the most stretched in terms of

resources and timings. It was agreed that Atkins would put

together a draft of the proposed vegetation clearance End April -
methodologies (a method statement), for Natural England to 2018

review under DAS and provide comment. This wouid allow

Natural England to confirm if they agreed on Atkins' proposal

that the Scheme does not require licences with regards to

great crested newts and sand lzards.

20 Method of assessment
[l =<l both shared comments made by PINS on the
Scoping Opinion that advised speaking to Natural England
about the assessment of air quality. PINS had advised that the
Next meeting: TBA

Distribution: Al sttendees. I

Date issued: File ref:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions ansing therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the dscussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.
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ITEM DESCRIFTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

project should also be looking at assessment across other
non-designated sites, including ancient woodland, and not just
the statutory designated sites, which differs from the Highways
England’'s DMRB guidance. Natural England confirmed that
they do not require an nt of non-designated sites.
Il ncted that none of the local authorities who have
responded to consultation have asked for any further sites to
be looked at. ] advised that in their experience, post
Wmﬂmpdgemmhmlwﬂmsmmwmbm
at sites designated under European Union Directive (e.g. SPA)
and not even SSSL In this case, Atkins wouid follow DMRB
and include SSSis as well as sites covered by intemational
designations.

It was discussed that reduced idling as a result of the scheme
would lead to a decrease in emissions. However, volumes of
traffic are predicted to increase due to the improved junction
potentially drawing more traffic to the area through more
efficient and improved jouney time. Overall, this would result
in predicted increased emissions around the junction, but
reductions on the wider road network_ [l said that this should
be made clear in the ES.

Natural England advised that PINS are looking very closely at

air quality on other schemes — this was likely due to the

Wealden judgement. [Jllladvised that we should respond to

the PINS comment and offered to share their advice notes to

assist with this. [Jll advised that we should look at the Windsor  Asil 2018 [
& Maidenhead local plan where the air pollution assessment

has been agreed since the Wealden judgement.

There was discussion about the ment being looked at in
isolation as an "in combination” assessment would not be
needed as the project will be having an adverse impact on the
integrity of the SPA "alone”. ] explsined the 1,000 extra
vehicles or 1% increase threshold and the 200m buffer zone.

-e:cp&amedthatmrn'ndalnqwﬂmhsmmsen
emissions but that the 200m zone is woodland. it was noted
that the woodland that currently ines the AAM2S5 within the
SPA is fairly robust to nitrogen and that any heathland creation
will be exposed to higher levels of nitrogen. potentially leading
to increased dominance of competitive plant species. It was
agreed that this should be acknowledged in the ES, and the
management strategy for the compensation package should
include measures to tackle the increased dominance of
competitive plant species within any heathland restoration
areas [JJ] stated that the baseline data needed by Natural
England was the distance within the 200m zone where levels
increased by 1% and exceeded the critical load, identifying the
increases against critical loads, so that they can identify the
risks and advise on the appropriate avoidance andl/or
mitigation measures to put into place. This would inform the
management strategy for the compensation package.

Contai ve i )
180408 _j10_minutes_air_int approved Plam Design Enable
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30

Designated site boundary — MAGIC GIS

.adwsed that the paper map issued at the time of S5SI
designation contains the definitive boundary and provided
copies to Atkins. [l advised that the SPA and SSSI
boundaries were now mirmored.

Illconfirmed that there would be no monitoring using NOx
diffusion tubes as the diffusion tubes are no longer being
supplied. All work would be done via modelling.

N/A

4.0

AOB

Engagement contract — the contract has been sent to Atkins
for signing. [JJJ to follow up with an email o[l

It was agreed that keeping in regular touch was worthwhile
and meetings were productive.

Contains sensitive information
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A.14 Meeting (09.10.18)

Meeting notes

QTR

Project: M25 J10/A3 Wisley Interchange Improvement

Subject: Catch up meeting with Natural England

Date and time: 09 October 2018 Meeting no:

Meeting place: Natural England office, Reading Minutes by: |

Present: Representing: Natural England (NE}

Natural England {(NE)
MNatural England {NE)
Atkins
Atkins

ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

1.0

Overview of final Scheme
Il gave a recap on the previous design fix (DF2), and how the
cost of the Scheme and the consultation feedback has led 1o the
final design fix (DF3).
Il ran through the DF3 Scheme, explaining the key changes:
+« The rercuie of the gas main and NMU route 1o the
western most side of the A3, aveiding Bolder Mere.

< The amendment of the residential access route at
Painshill e reduce the impact on Painshill Park and alsc
the ancient woodland at Heyswoed.

» The removal of bridges at the northem most and
southem most extent of the M25 from the Scheme (these
were included in DF2)

It was agreed by all that the changes in DF3 would reduce the
land take and thus help reduce impacis of the Scheme.

2.0

Compensation package

Hl =howed the common land replacement areas at Park Barn
Fam, Chatley Woed, and along Old Lane, with a description of
the propesed habitat enhancement propesals for these locations.
The proposals were met favourably.

However, Il commenied that the change at Chatley Wood
{avoidance of taking | I best field and instead including
some new areas of woodland) reduces some of the connectivity
of this compensation area for recreaticnal users. This was
discussed further, and it was agreed that with the additional of a
new bridge across the M25, it may encourage recreational users
io the new compensation areas, plus there are opportunities for a
circular route the incorperates the existing bridge at Hatchford
Wood.

Il discussed potential improvements for these areas, including
planting wooded areas, and managing existing woodland areas

Next meeting: TBA

Distribution: All present plus I

Date issued: File ref:

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.

Contains sensitive information
091018 meeting notes NE final

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030

Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1

Page 63 of 138



M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange highways
TR010030 } england

8.2 Statement of Common Ground with Natural England

FEURINS

ITEM DESCRIPTION & ACTION DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

for improvement {such as felling Scots pine plantations and
planting diverse deciducus wocdland, and tackling dense
rhedendron understoreys within existing woodland te allow a
more diverse understory to develop).

The SPA compensation package centains two elements:
physically extending the SPA by adding land currently cutside the
SPA, and additiocnal compensation by enhancement works to
improve the biclogical value of the land within the SPA, so that
the carryving capacity is increased.

The SPA physical compensation areas were discussed. The 1otal
area of these compensation areas will equal the permanent land
take within the SPA. The proposed habitat creation at these
ccmpensation areas was described by I
+ EIm Corner SPA compensaticn land— an additicnal area
of woedland will be added o the SPA. This will undergo
scme thinning, in combinaticn with the adjacent
enhancement area, to allow a meore diverse and open
wocdland.
¢ Old Lane SPA cempensation land — twe open grass
fields will be designated as compensation areas. These
currently undergo occasicn grazing but are heavily
dominated by ruderal vegetaticn, suggesting low usage.
It is proposed that these areas weould be planted with a
mixture of scrub and weodland to increase their
diversity, and contribute inveriebrate rescurce to the
SPA. This needs 1o be agreed with Surrey Wildlife Trust.
+ Wisley SPA compensation land — an area of grazed
grassland to the south of the M25, near Buxton Woed is
proposed for a compensaticn area. The size of this area
will be determined by the final permanent and take
figure. The usage of this compensaticn area is nct
proposed 1o change as woodlark and nightjar are both
knewn tc forage within short grass areas. However, the
adjacent enhancement works will cpen up the
wocodland, providing increased connectivity between
existing cpen heathland habitat and the compensaticn
area.
NE agreed that these compensaticn areas are appropriate,
and they are salisfied with the procposals.

The SPA enhancement areas were discussed, and [l
stated that it was essential (under the Briels ruling) that the
HRA document needs to be clear that the enhancement
areas {improving the biclogical value of land beyond what
normal planned management would achieve on land areas
within the SPA) will contribute 1o the compensation package
and these works are net for ‘mitigation’ {as any mitigation
will have already been taken into account in the Appropriate
Assessment).
Ml =xplained the proposals for the different SPA
enhancement areas, the iotal area cf which adds up to 3:1
of the combined permanent and temporary land take.
The enhancement areas will consist of a combination of:
+ areas of total clearance {where cnly mature tfrees
and/or trees with potential bat features will be
retained) to encourage heathland regeneraticn and
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provide open habitats for SPA qualifying species,
and;

» areas of thinning, where the woodlands will be
thinned by up te 80% (focusing on young silver
birch trees and Scolis pines), io encourage
increased woodland diversity and provide more
open habitats. This thinning will include widening
existing rides and increasing the size of existing
open paiches within woodlands.

These enhancement werks will increase the diversity of

the retained woodland within the SPA, increasing the

inveriebrate rescurce that it supperis, as well as
increasing the areas of ocpen heathland habitat, enabling
the populaticns of SPA qualifying species within the

SPA 1o increase.

Il confirmed that physical compensation areas outside
the SPA should be set up prior 1o constructicn of the
highways works, but enhancement works within the
SPA could be staged and could take place after
censtruction if required — improvements o biclogical
value can be delivered once the Schame is live if
appropriate (M pointed out that clearance adjacent to
a construction area could potential encourage
weedlarks to use habitat that will be disturbed by
censtruction works).

Bolder Mere

The mitigation measures at Bolder Mere were
discussed. These measures focus on marginal habitat
improvement rather than replacing the lost velume of
water as aresult of the Scheme.

Il questicned if the loss of velume water within a WFD
waterbody was acceptable. Il agreed to discuss with
the water team.

Post Meeting Update:

Aresponse has now been received by I
‘We have talked through lake volume with various
pecple in the EA. Volume is not a criteria used tc
measure water body health by the WFD. Rather, we
need to demeonstrate whether loss of volume will cause
failure against any of the biclogical, ecolcgical or
chemical criteria. The EA have asked us to de this for
Phospheorous; we have done s0 and demonstrated no
deterioration. In summary, we have agreed with the
cempetent autherity that loss of volume should not be
an issue to WFD compliance.’

Green bridge

Il confirmed that a green element to the Cockcrow
Bridge is included in the Scheme design, and that a
feasibility study is underway tc determine the potential
design and cost implications of incorperating a green
bridge here and at potentially at Clearmount bridge.

HRA update
Il provided an update on the Appropriate Assessment,
confirming that it is currently considered that the only
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adverse effect that will not be ruled out will be the loss
of SPA land reducing the amcunt of habitat contributing
10 the fabric of the SPA, and potentially centributing to
the invertebrate resource for SPA qualifying species
{however, it was acknowledged that the amount of
available heathland habitat is likely to be the limiting
factor for the number of SPA qualifying species
breeding territcries within the site, rather than the
inveriebrate food rescurce).

Il =nd Il agreed that due fo the access and parking
availability nct changing for the SPA as a resulf of the
Scheme, the Scheme will not lead {c increased visitors,
and indeed the provisicn of new compensation, a new
bridge across the M25 and improved NMU routes may
increase the options for users and draw users away
from the SPA.

Il queried if a green bridge may attract more users to
Wisley Common, but it was agreed that the provision of
a new bridge across the M25 leading to new
compensation areas, plus improved paths, may take the
pressure off the SPA, and any users that choose to use
the green bridge from Ockham Commen car park o visit
Wisley Commen will have chesen this area instead of
Ockham Commoeon, reducing visitor pressure in Ockham
Cemmon, where the majority of the SPA qualifying
species occur.

Il explained that air quality medels are depicting
increases of greater than 1% of the critical lcad for
heathland being confined 1o the first 10 m of the read
within the SPA, and even reducing in some locations.
Therefore, adverse effects on the SPA as aresult of
emissions increases has been ruled out. This was
agreed by all.

Il advised that the title of the HRA clearly states that it
incorporates an Appropriate Assessment.

Il requested advice on the ‘In Combination
assessment’ section of the Appropriate Assessment.
This is because there are several 5551 compenents of
the SPA.

Il advised that as the predicted adverse effects are
cenfined to the Ockham and Wisley Commons SSSI,
and that the scheme will not have any significant air
quality impacts on the SPA (all increases over 1% of
critical lcad are within 10 m of the road or less), will not
increase user pressure, nor affect the hydrology of other
component SSSls, then Atkins should focus the In
Combination assessment on Local Plans for beroughs
within 10 km of the Scheme.

Species licences

El discussed protecied species licences with . I
explained that the licences will be restricted tc bat
licences for loss of bat roosts in trees, and San
Demenice compeund, and badger licence for a sett
clesure.

The San Domenico site was discussed as the building is
known to suppeort maternity roost of brown long eared
bats and commeon pipistrelles. This building will need to
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be demolished or significantly renovated in order for the
site to be used as a compound. Access has not yet
been achieved and the most recent data available is
from 2017. Il confirmed that as the data proves a
rocst is present, then as leng as the conditicns on site
haven't significantly changed, then the licence
application would take into account the less of maternity
roosts and the data should be fine. Il confirmed that
more recent data would be necessary if Highways
England were aiming to demcnsirate a building did not
support roosting bats. The proposed mitigation tower
was discussed, and it was agreed that any mitigation
tower would need {o be protected from disturbance (e.g.
by a buffer between the compound and the mitigation
tower, screening such as hedge and tree planting, and
directional lighting).

Il confirmed that Atkins should keep NE informed cn
how the licences are progressing. With encugh nctice,
they should be able io tum around a review of Highways
England's draft licences within a couple of days of
receipt (under the DAS). This would be followed up by a
Letier of No Impediment (LONI) cnce any subsianiive
comments have been resoclved.

M has since confirmed that in order for NE to preduce
a LONI, the draft licences will need o provide a clear
description of the location of protected species, the
condition/suitability of the supporting habitat and the
proposed basic safeguards and precautionary
precedures in order to minimise the risk of disturbance
or habitat loss/degradation.
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| |
Natural England Highways England
Cromwell House Bridge House

15 Andover Road 1 Walnut Tree Close
Winchester Guildford

S0237BT GU1 4LZ

Direct Line: NG
13 November 2018

Dear I

M25 Junction 10/A3 Wisley Interchange improvement scheme
Pre-application consultation
Section 42 Planning Act 2008

| am writing to you with regards to Highways England's proposed M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley
interchange improvement scheme and to invite you to respond to our targeted non-statutory
consultation on changes to the scheme.

This consultation will run from 14 November to 14 December 2018 and is aimed at statutory
organisations and specific land owners.

As previously advised, the project is recognised as a nationally significant infrastructure project,
under the Planning Act 2008, and Highways England must apply to the Secretary of State for a
Development Consent Order (DCO} to obtain authorisation for its construction.

Statutory Consultation

In accordance with the Planning Act 2008, Highways England undertook a statutory, pre-application,
consultation on the proposed scheme between 12 February 2018 and 26 March 2018.

We would like to thank vou for sharing your views on the proposed scheme. These have been
considered in detail by the project team and have helped to inform the changes to the current
design and will continue to inform the development and delivery of the scheme.

While the changes are not material, they have been made primarily to reduce the impacts on the
environment and local community. A list of the improvements and scheme changes are outlined in
the enclosed brochure.

atABo, £~

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Clase, Guildiord GU1 4LZ g?\ .f%“" é’ ‘!l INVESTORS

Higihwaiys England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 ".a & !;-‘ & IN PEOPLE
YEa R —-&
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Targeted consultation on scheme changes

We are due to hold a targeted, non-statutory consultation with directly affected landowners and
those with property interests and prescribed bodies {(as defined by the Planning Act 2008} on the
changes to the scheme design.

The consultation will commence on 14 November and close at 23.45 on 14 December.

We would be keen to hear your views on the scheme changes in terms of how they relate to your
statutory role and responsibilities and areas of interest.

Any feedback received during this targeted consultation will be taken into consideration in the
scheme design process and outlined in the Consultation Report, which will be published with the
DCO in early 2019.

Information Enclosed

Enclosed with this letter you will find:

» Information brochure which outlines the scheme changes and why the changes are being
made

- Scheme drawing showing the changes

Meet with us

We would like to offer vou a meeting with Highways England and the project team during the
consultation period to discuss the changes in detail and any specific queries or concerns you may
have.

To arrange a meeting please contact I 1y tclephone on I o cmail at
|

How to respond to the consultation

You can provide your feedback on any aspect of the changes by emailing:

info@highwaysengland.co.uk

or by writing to us at:

FREEPOST
M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange

Further information
Please visit our website for further information regarding the scheme:

hitps:/fhighwaysengland.co.uk/projects/m25-junction-10-fo-a3-wisle y-interchange/

If you have any other queries about this letter, please contact us by:

« pmail — info@highwaysengland.co.uk

& ABg,, Pl

‘/‘./ﬁ ¢ Y INVESTORS
£ % _4 IN PEOPLE

: )
g aon®

L3

Registered office Bridge Hause, 1 Walnut Tree Clase, Guildfard GUA 417
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 08346363

(LN
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» felephone — 0300 123 5000; or
» by writing to me using the address given at the top of this letter

We look forward to receiving your response to the targeted consultation on the changes 1o the
scheme design.

Yours sincerely

Project Manager, Regional Investment Programme (South East}
Highways England

AB,
QAR R0,

+ & 7Y INVESTORS
(Y0 ("] N
’/ﬁ %, IN PEOPLE

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ
Highways England Company Limited registered in England and YWales number 09346363
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A.16 Letter (19.11.18)

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND CUSTOMER CONTACT CENTRE
CALL REFERENCE: 18922489

To: MPAread M25Jn10A3Wisleyinterc  Also Advised:
hange_RIS
<MPArea5 M25Jn10A3Wisleylnter
change RIS@highwaysengland.co.

uk>
Area M25 J10 / A3 { Planned nct in operation until 2020) Interchang
Team:
Callers Details: Motorway/Trunk Road Details:
| Miway, TR :
Junction :
Nr. Town :
Direction:
Fhone :
eMail:
Date and Time of Journey (if known}:
Reply to Customer by:
Email
Comments/Remarks:

Please can you reply ic the attached e-mail as soon as possible and keep me informed of any
progress. Thank you.

Thank yeu fer including Natural England in the current infermal consultation over proposed changes
o the scheme.

Natural England has been closely invelved in the development of this scheme and we have
provided advice and input at various stages. We are pleased that advice that we have provided cver
environmental issues and the loss of commoeon land and open access land has been carefully
considered and taken intc account in the scheme design.

We are pleased fo see that further reductions in the extent of land take affecting both the Thames
Basin Heaths SPA and Ockham and Wisley Commons SSSI have been incorporated in the revised
proposal in order to reduce overall environmental impacis. Where land take is unavoidable and
affects statutory designated sites Natural England will provide advice cn appropriate compensation
and mitigation measures. We are actively engaged with Atkins, the scheme environmental
consultant over this aspect.

We are pleased ic see that 43 hectares of land will be provided as compensation land and
enhancement areas to further the protection of the designated interest features of the Thames
Basin Heaths SPA. We look forward to seeing the detail of these proposals and we will provide
advice on this aspect where required.

| am alsc pleased to see reductions in the extent of registered commoen land and ancient woedland
which will suffer permanent loss as a result of the scheme. We will be providing advice on
appropriate compensation cver these aspects as part of our advice pricr ic the submission of an
apgplication for Development Control Order.

Land Management Advisor

Fwd to M25 J10/ A3 Improvement
SJdDemail

Please advise the CCC, quoting the Reference 18922489 when the call has been satisfacterily
resoclved by clicking on this link.
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HIGHWAYS ENGLAND CUSTOMER CONTACT CENTRE
CALL REFERENCE: 18922489

Customer Operaticons

3 Ridgeway

Cwinton Business Fark
Birmingham

B32 1AF

GTN

FAX

Tel ]

19 November 2018
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A.17 Email (22.11.18)

Sent: 22 November 2018 10:51

I
Ce: ]

Subject: RE: Boldermere - mitigation / compensation associated with M25 J10 scheme

Thank you for sending the very comprehensive report. The findings and recommendations are very much in line with
Natural England’s view of the site and possible actions to mitigate the loss of habitat extent in connection with the
widening of the A3. However, | have to say that the condition of the open water habitat was found to be worse than
| had anticipated! That increases the range of aptions which could be included in a mitigation package to improve
the overall quality of the lake and its immediate surrcundings.

My initial thoughts are that Natural England share the vision for Beldermere set out in the report and we would be
supportive of the proposed list of mitigation measures to include:

Translocation or replacement of the strip of reed and sparse willow alongside the A3;

Removal of carp and bream {if any present);

Investigation of sources of raised nutrient levels and consideration of means of controlling input;
Thinning of secme of the marginal woodland to reduce shading of the margins.

In additional, althocugh not discussed in the report | wonder whether there is merit in considering management to
reduce the abundance of Elodea nuttallii, with a view to promoting an increase in diversity of aquatic macrophytes.
There are obvious practical challenges in achieving this but it would be useful to consider options te assess whether
this might be possible.

Afurther thought that may be worth consideration is whether some means of allowing controlled drawdown of
water in the |lake could be installed at the cutflow. This would allow for a greater range of aptions in managing the
lake, particularly in relation to aspects affecting the shallow margins such as Crassula.

Finally, although | am not generally keen en the modification of lakes | wender whether there is merit in considering
options te increase the amount of variation in the lake bed, e works to create shallow and deeper areas. This might
improve habitat suitabkility for shallow-water species such as Littorella and increase the diversity of the macrophyte

assemblage.

| hepe that this is helgful. I'd be happy to discuss further.

]

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I /0. I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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A.18 Email (07.12.18)
I
From: .
Sent: 07 December 2018 12:17
To: ]
Cc: O
Subject: RE: M25/A3 J10 valuation of ancient woodland, veteran trees and HFIs
[

I can confirm that Natural England is in agreement with the proposed valuation.

With respect to the Ancient Weodland | would suggest adding reference to the ground flora as this is often used te
assess the quality of sites mapped as Ancient Woodland. The sparse and impoverished nature of the ground flora,
with the majority made up by bramble Rubus fruticosus and broad buckler-fern Dryopteris difatota, and low
frequency or alsence of ‘Ancient Woodland Indicators” will generally indicate low habitat quality.

In relatien to veteran trees it may be waorth adding something abeut trees of exceptional value for specialised
invertebrates of decaying wood, epiphytic bryophytes and lichens, and bats being for the most part associated with
larger aggregations of veteran trees and veteran trees set in a context of surrounding high quality woodland. Smaller
aggregations of veteran trees, trees at the edge of weodlands and trees in woedland of low habitat quality will
generally be of lower value for associated species.

| hope that this is helpful.

]

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: IS I\ ob . I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Custorer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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A.19 Meeting (19.12.18)

)
SNC+LAVALIN

Meeting Notes

Project: M25 J10 / Wisley Interchange Scheme
Subject: Natural England meeting - 19.12.18
Meeting place: Telephone meeting Meeting no:
Date and time: 19.12.18, 14.00 Minutes by: |
FPresent: ] Representing: Matural England
— Highways England
I Atkins
| Atkins
ITEM DESCRIFPTION RESPCNSIBLE
1. Welcome and introductions All
2. Health and safety moment All
3. Statement of Common Ground aims and cbhjectives ||

W talked through the aims for the Statement of Commeon Ground
{SoCG) and what we hope 1o achieve and when. Il asked if
licences and a letter of no impediment would be covered. I
confimmed that these would be included.

Hl confirmed that Atkins is looking to get the draft licenses by
January when these will be issued to Natural Englad. Il has
been liaising with the licencing pecple.

4. | Timeline -
Il confirmed that the Development Consent Crder submissicon is
planned in early 2019 so over the next few months it is hoped that
the issues and concerns identified will be resclved cr marked as
‘disagreed’ prior o this.

S Governance |
Hl advised that colleagues would need to be involved in the
signing off of the SeCG, including I

6. Historic England SoCG experience |
Il confirmed that he has had experience with SoCGs before.

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:

These meeting notes record SNC-Lavalin understanding of the meeting and intended actians arising therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are received
in writing within five days of receipt.
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7. Key Natural England issues

Natural England would like clarity on the compensation on the
habitat regulations in terms of habitat loss of the Special
Protection Areas. Il confirmed that this has been ncied and this
will be clear in the SoCG.

natural england meeting notes - 19.12.18.docx 2
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Hl talked through the impacts from the scheme on the Heyswoed
camp site and the updates to the scheme.

There are a number of cptions:

1) Keeping the access onto the A3 but Atkin's anticipates an
increase in traffic speed and this would be a danger.
2) A bridge over the site over the ancient woodland and gas
pound but this could not work.
3) A tunnel would have a similar alignment to 2 but there are
the same issues with costs.
4) Coming over San Dominice site but given the size we
could nct get the height of the bridge.
5) Not providing access at all.
6) Looked for a route through the listed gates but there are
issues with the width and impacts on the local houses.
7) Alternative access for the Girl Guides and giving them
buggies.
8) 9m cof ancient woodland taken next to the carriageway.
Te avoid the ancient wocdland and take nc more than 9m Atkins
had 1o rercute the access route and Non-Motorised User (NMU)
reute and this lad to the current alignment, aveiding the ancient
woodland but cutting the Girl Guides in two and impacts about 9%
of their site. There is already a road. The northern section is
wooded and the scuthern is weeded and open. This has caused
them considerable issues. Their issues are that this is currently an
unknecwn site and not used. This would effectively open it up to
the public. They've raised traffic safety, fencing toc ensure security,
loss of space, safeguarding {people walking by and looking in},
cost of works (which would be covered) and parking. Security
fencing would be needed.

Il cxplained that the Ministry of Defence use unobtrusive fencing
around their sites but it is effective.

Il talked about swinging the route back towards the A3. This
would require an extra 2m width for approeximately 270m in the
ancient woodland which would leave the Girl Guides site intact.

This was shared with the Girl Guides and Atkins promised that
this would be considered and that Atkins would consult with other
interested bedies, like Natural England.

Il {alked about tesis that need to be undertaken to prove that
there are no cther options. It locks like the Scheme will be hitting
ancient woodland to keep a landowner happy which could cause
problems. Every possible alternative should be locked at.

Il talked about some areas of ancient woodland being better
quality and better managed than cthers but at the end of the day it
is still ancient woodland. For any loss there needs to be valued
planting which will be of good quality in 100 years.

Il =xplained that in terms of safeguarding surely there are
opticns that can explcred? M explained that Atkins would need
to ensure bushes, irees, eic. are in keeping with the wocdland.
There are issues about what can be done in the parkland.

Il said that the Scheme must get over the national policy line —
this is regards as irreplaceable loss and it has to be demenstrated
that there are not any other aliernatives.

Il explained that the planning inspectcraie would be the
arbitrator of this.

WV
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Il advised that the Forestry Commission (FC) would say the
same thing.

Hl confimed that there is a goed relationship with the FC. The
National Pclicy Statement advises against taking ancient
woedland unless it is an exceptional circumstance it is in the
national interest. PINS will likely say they don't accept this part of
the scheme.

Hl asked if there any merit in talking to the FC? Il said that
they can be spoken to but | they will just point to the guidance.
The presumpticn in the NPPF has recently been upgraded.

Hl cxplained that the draft HRA was developed and submitted ic
the legal team and Highways England a few weeks ago to get
feedback. Highways England’s feedback was quite hard
hitting and it was a tough decisicn on whether toc submit the
HRA to the PIN but it was submitted in a revised format. It's
now being considered and PINs are due {o come back on 11
January. The feedback so far is that they're quite happy with
the submission sent to them and recognise it's a work in
progress. When it's in a state that Highways England is happy
with it will be shared with Natural England.

SPA —the compensation enhancements have been cutlined and
these are drawn up and included in the HRA.

10.

AOB

There is a new planning contact at Ferestry commission - I
I B -cked about discussions with Bolder Mere with the
Forestry Commissicn. Il said yos. ll advised that a meeting
was held on Friday {o discuss protecied species including
badgers.

natural england meeting notes - 19.12.18.docx
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A.20 Email (18.01.19)

RE: Update of M25 J10 draft licences

@ vou replied to this message on 06/02/2012 09:14.

thank you [

All received and the Wikilife Licencing team is now working through the information

Land Managament Advisor
s Tear
England

alpy Street

e ral 1as Tel: I . [

Woe are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and England's traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations
MNatural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.uk/natural-england

From:

Sent: 18 lanuary 2019 15:45

To

Ces
Subject: RE: Update of M25 110 draft licences

&Fternoon-
| hope you and_have received the draft bat EPSM licence documents a few moments ago?
Further Lo-emall below, the badger licence is being finalised and will follow shortly next week.

Best wishes,

Infrastrut fure

and Project Management
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A.21 Meeting (30.01.19)

Meeting notes

Project:

M25 J10/A3 WISLEY INTERCHANGE

FTRING

Subject:

SPA COMPENSATION PACKAGE MEETING

Date and time: 30 Jan 2019: 10:00-15.30 Meeting no: X

Meeting place: PAINSHILL PARK Minutes by: |

Present:

ITEM

DESCRIPTION & ACTICN

Representing: NATURAL ENGLAND

NATURAL ENGLAND
FORESTRY COMMISSICN
RSPB

RSPB

RSPB

SURREY WILDLIFE TRUST
ATKINS

ATKINS

ATKINS

DEADLINE RESPONSIBLE

The aim of this meeting was to visit all of the SPA
compensation package areas and agree cn the
proposed management measures for each area.
The broad principles i.e. complete clearance of
some enhancement areas for heathland
restoraticn and thinning of other woodland areas
for the enhancement of the bicdiversity of
wocdland (both in terms of structure and species
richness) has already been agreed and
documented in previous meetings. No concerns
over these previously agreed preposals were
raised by any attendees during the meeting.

N/A N/A

Cne of the temporary land take areas (on Wisley
Common) was visited by the group. The
proposed replanting was discussed, and it was
agreed that this should consist of dense shrubs,
including some evergreen species. The intention
will be to provide dense visual cover {(year-round)
that can be managed and will also provide a
woedland edge 1o protect the retained woodland
belt.
The fellowing points were raised for the
reinstatement of temporary land take areas:
+« M explained that the replanting areas
would be best off being managed by
contracters with machinery, cutling

Next meeting: TBA

N/A

I, Atkins
IR =d HE to

work together

Distribution:

ATTENDEES PLUS I

Date issued: 18.1.2019

NOTE TO RECIPIENTS:
These mesting notes record Atkins understanding of the meeting and intended actions arising therefrom.

Your agreement that the notes form a true record of the discussion will be assumed unless adverse comments are
received in writing within five days of receipt.

Contains sensitive information
20.01.2019 - NE - Minutes.docx
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different sections in rotation. This will
have cost implicaticns and these need to
be agreed and secured, This will need o
be captured in the management plan.
Atkins will need to work with SWT and
HE to identify cosis and agree
timescales.

¢ Inscme locaticns, the temporary land
take area is bound by dense birch (e.g. in
the NW quadrant surrounding J10). In
these lccaticns, natural regeneration of
the temporary land take area may be
appropriate, rather than replanting.

+ |twas also agreed that there should be
some bare scrapes and meunds o
provide micro habitats for inveriebrates.

Attenuation ponds

Il confirmed that designs are being finalised.
However, the attenuation ponds shown on the
plans are the current propesals at DF3.0.

It was agreed that at detailed design it should be
investigated whether these can be designed as
bicdiversity enhancement features {(e.g. reed bed
planting to benefit dragonflies, a feature of the
Ockham and Wisley Commcens SSS1). Il
cenfirmed that the Newbury bypass scheme had
attenuation pends designed as biodiversity
enhancement features.

Feedback: Hll has
confirmed that he
does not have any
detailed information
cn Newbury.
However, there are
many online
examples of
constructed
wetlands for read
schemes.

The following general principles for the
enhancement areas were agreed:
Clearance for heathland restoration
The process for areas of clearance for heathland
restoration, scme trees will be retained. These
will be a mixture of:
¢ Veteran trees and trees with veteran
features
+ Trees with potential bat roost features
* ‘Granny trees’ — these were discussed,
and it was agreed there is not an official
definition. Il and Il agreed io fry and
help define what a granny iree is fcr the
management plan.
Thinning of woedland areas
The thinning of woodland areas was discussed,
and Il suggested it should be divided into two
types of thinning:
Regeneration thinning: this is the selective
thinning of a woodland area (retaining all veteran
trees or trees with veteran features, frees with bat
roost potential and granny trees). This will include
measures such as:
« ‘punching holes’ into the woodland (some
of which will be managed toc remain ocpen

I ond Atkins
(I

Contains sensifive information )
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and some will be allowed to regrow with
more diverse wocdland, both in age and
species diversity);

e increasing the size of existing cpen
areas;

¢« creating and widening existing glades
{some of which may be planted at the
edges to provide a shrubby wocdland
edge habitat, scme will be managed as
heathland habitat);

+ selective fell of some trees and groups of
frees, 1o allow retained irees to flourish,
and encourage a more diverse species
assemblage to regrow.

Standard thinning: This is a more typical
selective thinning, where the number of trees
within a woodland is reduced by remecving up o
80% of the trees (retaining all veteran frees or
trees with veteran features, frees with bat roost
potential and granny irees), allowing the retained
trees to flourish and encouraging a more diverse
species assemblage to return. This may include
some selective planting, where necessary, o
increase the species diversity.

4 The following section is a description of what was  N/A N/A
agreed for the SPA compensation land areas:
C1 - Old Lane SPA compensation land
This land area consists of two fields:
Field 1: This is the larger of the two fields. This
field will continue 1o be grazed, but trees will be
planted in order {o increase the invertebrate
abundance of this field. This conversion 1o wood
pasture will ensure that the florally diverse grass
understory will be retained {providing a nectar
resource), but will alsc enhance the invertiebraie
assemblage that the field suppeoris by previding
20% canopy cover (based on the coverage cf the
canopy cnce the frees have reached maturity).
Benefits over the existing field:

» The increase of irees within the field will
increase the invertebrate resource that
the field contributes 1o the SPA,;

» The open nature of the wood pasture will
ensure that nightjars (and possibly
woodlarks) will be able 1o continue
foraging within the field (should they
currently do so), but also that the
likelihoed that they will use the field for
foraging may increase as there will be a
greater inveriebrate resource within the
field.

Field 2: This field will be planted with a scrub
edge, with flower-rich species such as hawthorn
and blackthorn. This will provide a woedland
edge for the surrcunding mature weedland, and
will provide an important invertebrate resource for

Contains sensifive information )
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the SPA. This scrub will be managed by SWT.
The majority of the field will be retained as grazed
grass. The combination cf a grazed field with a
scruby woodland edge will enhance the
invertebrate rescurce of the field and therefore its
inveriebrate resource contributicn 1o the SPA,
and will alsc enhance the foraging cpportunities
for nighijars (known ic forage within grazed fields,
and also wocdland edges) and possibly
woodlarks (known to forage in grass areas).
C2 - Elm Cerner SFPA compensation land
This area of woodland will be managed in a
similar way 1o the adjacent Elm Lane SFPA
enhancement area. This will be managed with
regeneration thinning methods, but may involve
additional planting (such as helly}, to retain a
year-round visual screen from the A3 for the
houses along Elm Lane.
C3 - Wisley SFA compensation land
This grass field will continue ic be grazed, but
additional trees will be planted in order to
increase the invertebrate abundance of this field.
This conversicn to wood pasture will ensure that
the grass understory will be retained {(providing a
nectar resource), but will also enhance the
invertebrate assemblage that the field supporis
by providing 20% cancpy cover (based cn the
coverage of the cancpy once the trees have
reached maturity). Benefits cver the existing field:
e The increase of trees within the field will
increase the invertebrate resource that
the field contributes to the SPA;

e« The open nature cf the wood pasture will
ensure that nightjars (and possibly
weodlarks) will be able {o continue
foraging within the field (should they
currently de sc), but alsc that the
likelihood that they will use the field for
foraging may increase as there will be a
greater invertebrate rescurce within the
field and an enhanced linkage 1o the
existing open habitats of the SPA due o
the ocpening up of a glade within the Pend
Farm west SPA enhancement area.

It was discussed and agreed by all pariies that,
should the amount of compensation land need o
be increased, it would be appropriate io increase
the size of the Wisley SPA compensation land o
include the whole of this field (see proposed red
line on attached drawing).

UPDATE 07/02/19 — As discussed at the
meeling, we have now confirmed that we will be
increasing the size of the Wisley SPA
compensaticn land to include the whole of this
field. This will provide approximately 5 ha of
additional compensation land.

Contains sensifive information )
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It is propesed to use this whole field and the large
field within the Cld Lane SPA Compensation
Land, but remeove the small field within the Cld
Lane SPA Compensation Land and the Elm
Cerner SPA Compensaticn Land from the SPA
compensalicn package.

It is considered that the propesed compensation
land areas at Wisley SPA compensation land (C3
on the map) and Cld Lane SPA compensaticn
land (C1 field 1) will provide greatest value toc the
SPA as they are immediately adjacent to cpen
heathland areas, and will benefit from wood
pasture planting whilst maintaining open grazed
grass for foraging nightjars and woodlarks.

The following secticn is a description cof what was
agreed for the SPA enhancement areas:

E1 - Cockerow Hill SPA enhancement area

This area will be cleared ic allow heathland
regeneration. This will link the existing heathland
by Pond Farm with Cockcrow bridge.

E2 - Ockham Commen / Sand Hill SPA
enhancement area

This censists of an area of clearance for
heathland {(which will increase the centinucus
area of heathland on Ockham Common, whilst
alse providing a link with Cockcrow bridge) and
an area of woodland thinning. The following key
points were noted:

+ The edge between the cleared area and
the thinned woodland should be a ‘wavy
edge’ rather than a ‘straight edge’. This
was recommended by Ill, because
nightjars regularly utilise woodland edges
for foraging, and the wavy edge would
not only increase the length of available
foraging habitat, but will also provide
sheltered pockets in differing wind
directions;

* Thearea for clearance will include Sand
Hill. The sides of this mcound will be felled
for heathland regeneration, but the top of
the mound will be selectively thinned {c
leave a number of Scots pine irees;

+« The area of woodland thinning will be
regeneration thinning, with the widening
of rides, cpening of areas of the
woodland, and selective felling of the
outer edge of the wocdland {o provide a
diverse woodland edge effect for foraging
nightjars (as menticned previously, this
edge will alsc be wavy).

E3 - Ockham Commen / ©ld Lane SPA
enhancement area

This censists of an area of clearance for
heathland, which will increase the continuous
area of heathland on Ockham Commen and also

Contains sensifive information
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an area of woodland thinning adjacent ic the car
park on Cld Lane. The following key peints were
noted:
¢ The edge between the cleared area and
the thinned woodiand should be a ‘wavy
edge’ rather than a ‘straight edge’. This
was recommended by I, because
nightjars regularly utilise wocdland edges
fer foraging, and the wavy edge would
nct only increase the length of available
feraging habitat, but will also provide
sheltered pockets in differing wind
directions;
¢ The area of woodland thinning will be
regeneration thinning, with the widening
of rides, opening of areas cf the
wocdland, and selective felling of the
outer edge of the woodland to provide a
diverse woodland edge effect for foraging
nightjars {as mentioned previcusly, this
edge will alsc be wavy).
E4 - Elm Lane SPA enhancement area
This will mainly consist of thinning, with a belt of
wcodland to be cleared along the scuthern edge
of Belder Mere.
The area of clearance adjacent ic Belder Mere
will reduce the shading of the lake edge, and will
enhance the invertebrate rescurce that the lake
provides to the wider SPA.
The remainder cf the woodland will underge
regeneration thinning. The primary chjective of
this thinning will be 1o increase the diversity of the
woodland, and therefore its inveriebrate
abundance. This will alsc include scme planting,
potentially with evergreen species such as holly,
o provide a visual screen between the A3 and
the housing properties along Elm Lane.
E5 - Wisley Commeon SPA enhancement area
A portion of this area has been recently thinned
as part cf the engecing manageemnt of the
weodland. It is propesed that this area will be
felled to allow heathland regeneration, ic
increase the area of coentinuous heathland habitat
on Wisley Common.
E6 — Hut Hill South SPA enhancement area
This area was not included in the site visit. This
consists of a small area of birch regrowth that will
be clear felled 1o increase the area of open
heathland habitat in this location.
E7 - Pond Farm south SPA enhancement area
This consists of two pockets of weoodland either
side of a path, that separate two open areas of
heathland. One section (to the north) consists of
mature trees such as caks. Selective thinning of
some of the younger tree specimens will enhance
the diversity of this woedland area. The other
section {to the south) contains dense birch

Contains sensfffve information
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growth. This area will be significantly cleared by
up tc 80%, including widening the existing path to
provide an cpen linkage between the two areas
of heathland.

E8 - Pond Farm west SPA enhancement area
This will include some selective thinning, with the
creation of an open ride linking the existing
heathland area ic Wisley SPA compensation
land.

E9 — Propesed new area

It was also discussed that it may be necessary 1o
provide an additional enhancement area. This is
proposed to be the area of birch woodland
adjacent 1o the Pond Farm west SPA
enhancement area. This would consist of
selective thinning of birches and the creation of
an open ride, providing an open linkage between
two open areas cf heathland.

Contains sensifive information
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A.22 Email (04.02.19)
0000000
L
From: |
Sent: 04 February 2019 13:31
To: e
|
Subject: RE: Meeting minutes from M25 J10 site meeting 30/01/19

Thank you Illl. From my perspective this looks like an accurate record of our discussion.

With regard to the additional proposed enhancement works that were not discussed on site, Natural England would
be supportive of these. There is nothing proposed that is contrary to the objectives of the SPA or SS8I.

It was me who mentioned the Newbury By-Pass as a good potential case study for the design of run-off attenuation
ponds. Unfortunately, | can’t locate the report that was produced on this but there appears 1o be a body of literature
about constructed wetlands for road schemes available on-line. These typically involve the creation of a large pond
with inflow and outflow with a bunded area planted up with site-appropriate wetland plants such as Typha, Iris, Carex
acutiformis and reed, all of which are reported to be effective in capturing heavy metals and hydrocarbons. Obviously,
1o be successful these ponds should be constructed so that they receive a lot of light.

You have picked up the point about the importance of the cost of longer-term management and maintenance of the
enhancement and compensation areas, and perhaps also roadside planting. This will have an important bearing on
our views about the practical deliverability of the package and long-term sustainability. Are you able to say at this
stage when we might be able to see a draft management plan with projected costings?

|

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I /o0 . I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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A.23 Email (05.03.19)

From: I
Sent: 05 March 2019 14:48

To: I

Cc:

Subject: M25 Junction 10 - Further Information required. BATS NSIP.
Dear I,

lam writing in reference to above NSIP draft application for Bats. If the below changes can be agreed to Natural
England can issue a Letter of No Impediment {with caveats for example relating to updated surveys, and any new
figures and the MS being updated with the below requested changes).
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Please discuss with the applicant and confirm the fellowing changes can be made frem the infoermation contained
within the method statement, and/or re-submit the specified figures, and/or provide the additional clarification
required. Please note this email relates only to the method statement and supgporting decuments. There isne need
to re-submit the method statement. If

Changes to be made which would form part of the licence conditions when all three tests are met:

Ecologist experience:

Section 10 of the application form requires completion {"For Ecologists applying for a bat species for which they
have not previcusly been licensed"). The proposed named ecclogist has net, te my knowledge, been named ona
past mitigation licence for Noctule or Natterer’s bat. Section 10 should be completed and two independent, written
references submitted.

Either send ecologist experience to me now for assessment or agree that the relevant informaticn will be submitted
in the formal application.

Surveys:

Whilst sufficient surveys have been done to date there should be an updated survey in the bat survey season prior to
submission to demanstrate that roost status has not changed. This should be 2021 if works are to commence that
September.

You have indicated that the survey coverage is sufficient however none had been undertaken during the mating/
swarming seasan, please justify this decision or undertaken further surveys.

Awalkover survey should occur within three manths of the fermal application being submitted.

Please confirm that this can ke done prior tc formal submission.

Impacts:
In the formal submission to be updated to include the Noctule hibernation roost recently discovered.

Please confirm that this can be done prior to formal submission.

E Mitigation:
Figure E2: Unless novel techniques are being proposed Natural England no longer required this figure {for
infermation only).

E3.3. New Roost creation:

Mitigation structure- In the formal application provide additional information on the size of the access points
prapesed within the new structure.

Alsa provide information on how the climatic conditiens will be adequate te support a brown long eared maternity
roost —detailing for example how the building will be heated, what aspects of the new structure will be inthe sunlight.

Noctule hibernation roost T155- Provide at least two hibernation boxes, suitable for the species, in a suitable lecation
ensuring aptions for orientation and aspect. Any reglacement reost must be available te bats well in advance of the
hibernation season.

Figure E3a- This figure should be updated to show the 2 new roots required for mitigation of the hibernation reost.

E4.2 Post development monitoring:

Mitigation structure {BLE maternity roost)- A minimum of ane emergence survey during the latter part of the breeding
season and an annual check post maternity peak period are required as part of each year’'s menitoring.

T155 replacement Noctule hibernation roosts- Given the evidence that T155 is a hibernation roest for Noctule bats 2
years post development is now required. The aim should be to show that the compensaticn measures are being used
for hibernating bats and that the conditions are suitable.
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All manitoring requirements, as listed above, should be should be staggered between years, and do not start the 1st
year of monitoring until after the development works end i.e. 2023 and 2025.

Blease confirm all changes to the mitigation and monitoring can be done prior to formal submission.

What you {the named ecclogist) need to do:

1. Discuss with your client the specified changes.

2. Make or agree to the changes above and send back to me the relevant documents with revised dates and
references on them {these will be included cn your licence).

3. Confirm to me by 12.03.2019 that your client has agreed to the changes.

4. Please ensure you “Regly ta all” when responding te this email.

5. Ifyaur client does not agree to the above changes, or a respanse is net received by the above date a formal

‘Further Information Request’ will be issued to allow time to resolve these issues. A ‘Further Information Request’
will require a resubmission of the Method Statement together with all Figures and appendices and may take up to
30 working days in which to receive a licensing decisicn.

Please contact me if you have any queries

Kind Regards,

I —

Wildlife Management Lead Adviser

Natural England Wildlife Licensing Service

4" Floar, Eastleigh House Upper Market Street, Eastleigh, Hampshire, SO50 9YN
affice no. I

maobile no. NI

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations.

Inan effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, | will, wherever possible, avoid travelling to meetings and
attend via audio, video or web conferencing.

Natural England offers two chargeable services — The Discretionary Advice Service (DAS) provides pre-application,
pre-determination and post-consent advice on proposals to developers and consultants as well as pre-licensing
species advice and pre-assent and consent advice. The Pre-submission Screening Service (PSS} provides advice for
protected species mitigation licence applications.

These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental considerations at an early stage of
project development, reduce uncertainty, reduce the risk of delay and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing
good results for the natural environment.

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no
authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England
systems, we can accept no respoensibility once it has left our systems. Cormmunications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
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A.24 Email (11.03.19)
000 |
L
From I
Sent: 11 March 2019 16:02
To: I
Cc e
|
Subject: RE: M25 Junction 10 - Further Information required. BATS NSIP.
Attachments: Licence 2016-24518-EPS-MIT-1.pdf
Dear I,

Many thanks for your email providing clear and helpful comments on the draft bat licence application. By issue of
this emall we intend to meet the 12" March 2019 deadline, set in your email dated 5'" March 2019, to confirm that
the changes required to the kat licence will be provided in the formal application. On this basis, we understand that
Natural England can issue a Letter of No Impediment.

Please find further supplementary information in response to the specific information requests below. We can
confirm that the following changes have been discussed and agreed with the clTent (I cc'd, is Highways
England’s environmental advisor for this scheme]).

Ecologist experience:
* We will provide appropriate information to confirm the experience of the named ecologist inthe formal
application. However, just for your records, please find attached a licence document as evidence of my
having mitigation licence experience with Natterer’s bat.

Surveys:
e Further survey of tree T155 will be undertaken during the period August-Cctober 2019 to determine

potential use as a mating roost.
Awalkover survey will be carried out for B1 and T155 within 3 months prior to the formal submission.
We will undertake an updated survey of building B1 in the bat survey season prior to demelition to confirm
that roost status has not changed. This will be carried out during 2021 {based on existing access limitations it
in anticipated that access permission will not ke received to B1 prior to Sept 2020). Further survey of B1 will
also be undertaken during September/Qctober 2020 to determine potential use as a mating roost.

Impacts:
» The formal submission will be updated to include the recently discovered noctule hibernation roost.

E Mitigation:
® Figure E2 will be removed from the formal submission.

E3.3 New Roost Creation:

* Additional information will be provided on Figure E3b of the fermal application to include the size of the
access points proposed within the new bat mitigation structure.

e The formal application will include information on how the bat mitigation structure will be heated, as
follows. B1, in its current state is unheated and supports a brown long-eared maternity roost. The new bat
mitigation structure will be orientated to replicate the positioning of B1, with no shading and exposing the
south-east facing elevation and roof pitch to full sunlight, providing natural heating to the internal roof
space. The reoof void will be enclosed and lined with bitumen felt type 1f, further insulating from any draught
or sudden changes in temperature. Roof tiles will be clay laid onte sarking boards to replicate the original
roofing materials used on B1, and insulation will be provided in the floor of the roof void to retain heat in
the ground floor space.
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The formal application will be amended to include two hibernation boxes for the loss of T155, suitable for
noctule, in a suitable location ensuring options for orientation and aspect. The hibernation boxes will be
established well in advance of the hibernation season {i.e. September 2020 at the latest).

Figure E3a will be updated in the formal application to show the two new hibernation roots required for
mitigation of the loss of the noctule hibernation roost.

E4.2 Post development monitoring:

Manitoring for the bat mitigation structure will be amended to include a minimum of ane emergence survey
during the latter part of the breeding season and an annual check post maternity peak peried during each
year’'s manitering.

The menitoring period for the two hibernation boxes will be amended to 2 years post develepment.

The menitoring period will be amended to be staggered between years, and will not start until after the
development works end i.e. manitoring will be undertaken during 2023 and 2025. Please note, as set aut in
the method statement, construction will commence in Sept 2020 and is scheduled to be complete by Aug
2023. T155 is scheduled to ke felled in autumn 2020 {pending survey results from the mating survey), and
B1 is scheduled to be demolished in autumn 2021 {pending survey results from the mating survey).

Thank you again for your assistance with this draft licence,

Associate Director of Ecology; Infrastructure
UK & Europe

Ecology

& -

O s [ e ][]

Nova North, 11 Bressenden Place, Westminster, London, SW1E SBY

company (=[5
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A.25 Email (13.03.19)
I
From: |
Sent: 13 March 2019 16:24
To: T |
Cc: ——————
I
Subject: RE: M25 Junction 10 - Further Information required. BATS NSIP.
Dear I

Thank you for cenfirming safe receipt of my email.

One thing we noted reading theugh our respanse is that as construction is scheduled to finish in August 2023, you
may feel that it would be more appropriate for us to carry out the monitering surveys of B1 and T155 in 2024 and
2026 rather than 2023 and 2025, as it is stated that menitoring should not take place in the first year that
development is complete. If you would prefer that timing | cenfirm we could make this change.

If you have any queries when you review the response we would be very happy to discuss them.

FCIEEM CEcot CML! CEnv
Associate Director of Ecology: Infrastructure
UK & Europe
Ecology

L [ — ]
Mova North, 11 Bressenden Place, Westminster, London, SW1E 5BY

Company
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A.26 Letter (26.03.19)

Date: 26 March 2019

Our ref: 258963

(NATIONALLY SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECT)

ENGLAND

Balfour Beatly as applicant

I - named ecologist

Sent by e-maif only

Cear I,

DRAFT MITIGATION LICENCE APPLICATION STATUS: INITIAL DRAFT APPLICATION
LEGISLATION: THE CONSERVATION OF HABITATS AND SPECIES REGULATIONS 2017

{as amended}
NSIP: M25 Junction 10, Wisley, Surrey, GU23 6Q8S

SPECIES: Brown long-eared, common pipistrelle, sopranco pipistrelle, noctule and Natterers’
bat.

Thank you for your subseqguent draft bat mitigation licence application in association with the
above NSIP site, received in this office on the 18/01/2019. As stated in our published guidance,
once Natural England is content that the draft licence application is of the required standard, we
will issue a ‘letter of no impediment’. This is designed to provide the Planning Inspectorate and
the Secretary of State with confidence that the competent licensing authority sees no
impediment to issuing a licence in future, based on information assessed to date in respect of
these proposals.

Assessment

Following our assessment of the resubmitted draft application documents, | can now confirm
that, on the basis of the information and proposals provided, Natural England sees no
impediment to a licence being issued, should the DCO be granted.

However, please note that several issues have been identified within the current draft of the
method statement that will need to be addressed before the licence application is formally
submitted. Our wildlife adviser, I discussed these matters with
B 2 =-mail corespondence on 11/03/2019 where it was confirmed that the necessary
amendments would be made. Please do ensure that the Method Statement is revised 1o include
these changes prior to formal submission. The required changes are detailed in the attached
document: ‘LICENSING CONSULTATION ON THE FAVOURABLE CONSERVATION STATUS
(FCS)} TEST AS PART OF THE PRE-SUBMISSION SCREENING SERVICE’

Next Steps

NSIP LONI (03/12)
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Should the DCO be granted then the mitigation licence application must be formally submitted
to Natural England. At this stage any modifications to the timings of the proposed works, e.g.
due to ecological requirements of the species concermned, must be made and agreed with
Natural England before a licence is granted. Please note that there will be no charge for the
formal licence application determination, should the DCO be granted, or the granting of any
licence.

If other minor changes to the application are subsequently necessary, e.g. amendments to the
work schedule/s then these should be outlined in a covering letter and must be reflected in the
formal submission of the licence application. These changes must be agreed by Natural
England before a licence can be granted. If changes are made to proposals or timings which do
not enable us to meet reach a ‘satisfied’ decision, we will issue correspondence outlining why
the proposals are not acceptable and what further information is required. These issues will
need to be addressed before any licence can be granted.

Full details of Natural England’s licensing process with regards to NSIP’s can be found at the
following link:

http:/webarchive nationalarchives.gov. uk/20140605090108/hittp: fmww naturalengland.org.uk/im
ages/iwml-g36 1cm6-28566.pdf

As stated in the above guidance note, | should also be grateful if an open dialogue can be
maintained with yourselves regarding the progression of the DCO application so that, should the
Order be granted, we will be in a position to assess the final submission of the application in a
timely fashion and avoid any unnecessary delay in issuing the licence.

| hope the above has been helpful. However, should you have any gqueries then please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Wildlife Management Lead Adviser
Natural England Wildlife Licensing Service
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Annex - Guidance for providing further information or formally submitting the
licence application.

Important note: when submitting your formal application please mark all
correspondence ‘FOR THE ATTENTION OF I

Submitting Documents.

Documents must be sent 1o the Customer Services Wildlife Licensing {postal and email address
at the top of this letter).

Changes to Documents —Reasoned Statement/Method Statement.

Changes must be identified using one or more of the following methods:
» underline new text/strikeout deleted text;
s use different font colour;
+ block-coloured text, or all the above.

Method Statement

When submitting a revised Method Statement please send us one copy on CD, or by e-mail if
less than SMB in size, or alternatively three paper copies. The method statement should be
submitted in its entirety including all figures, appendices, supporting documents. Sections of this
document form part of the licence; please do not send the amended sections in isolation.
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A.27 Email (02.04.19)

00000

From: I

Sent: 02 April 2019 15:23

To: I

Subject: Highways England M25 Junction 10/A3 Wisley Interchange improvement scheme -

additional non-statutory targeted consultation
Dear I

| am pleased 1o advise that tomorrow, Highways England will launch an additional non-statutory targeted consultation

on the M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley Interchange improvement scheme.

We are consulting on minor scheme changes made since the previous targeted non-statutory consuliation held in
November-December last year. As the scheme changes are non-material, we are aiming this consultation at relevant

directly affected land swners and statutory organisations.

The consultation runs from 3 April to 3 May.

For ease of reference, a copy of the letter and the scheme drawings will be file transferred to you by I

I rom Atkins.

We look forward to receiving your response 1o the consultation.

Kind regards

Stakeholder Engagement Team

Tel: I
CC: I
Please note my working days are Tuesday to Thursday

Atkins — South East Roads Investment Programme

Working on behalf of Highways England

Highways England Customer Contact Centre
0300 123 5000
www_highways.gov.uk
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A.28 Email (04.04.19)
0000000
From: |
Sent: 04 April 2019 10:19
To: I
Cc: [
Subject: RE: Boldermere - mitigation / compensation associated with M25 J10 scheme
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged
Thanks I

| am pleased to see the incorporation of further elements suggested by Natural England, in particular the
proposal to seek to improve interception of road run-off. | am a lot mare assured that the overall package is
now proportionate in relation to the scale of loss of extent of habitat.

]

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I Ivcb. I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is aceredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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A.29 Letter (09.04.19)

Date 9 April 2019
BY EMAIL ONLY

ENGLAND

|
Project Manager Natural England
Regional Investment Programme Northgate House
Highways England 21-23 Valpy St
READING
RG1 1AF
Dear I

M25 J10 JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
ADDITIONAL NON-STATUTORY TARGETED CONSULTATION
THAMES BASIN HEATHSSPECIAL PROTECTION AREA

Thank you for consulting Natural England over the proposed changes to the scheme made
in response to stakeholder engagement.

| have the following comments:

The identification of the proposed locations for site compounds raises concemns. The
proposed location of a compound at the southern end of Seven Hills Road is close to the
larger compound at the San Domenico site where a known bat roost is located. It will be
important that Natural England's advice on measures to reduce the potential for the
disturbance of bats which we have provided to Atkins over the design and layout of the
compound at San Domenico is also applied at this further compound to the north east.

The location of a compound to the north east of the new Cockrow Bridge is also of concern.
This location is close to good quality open heathland which supports woodlark and nightjar,
birds which could be affected by changes in lighting, noise and general human activity. It will
be important that measures are put in place to minimise the risk of increased disturbance
from this source.

The proposal to locate a large site compound at Elm Comer raises concemn. Although this is
previously developed land which is part of the former Wisley airfield it is immediately
adjacent to woodland which has been identified as supporting roosting bats. Natural England
has provided advice to Atkins on measures to mitigate for the loss of a tfree used as a bat
roost as a result of construction of the new Wisley Lane realignment. These measures could
be jeopardised by poor design of the compound. Natural England can advise on means of
reducing risk from this source.
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Natural England is satisfied with the proposal to remove the SPA compensation land
adjacent to EIm Lane and to reduce the area at Old Lane, and {o enlarge the area of
compensation land opposite Clearmount.

| am pleased to note that efforts have been made to minimise the loss of Ancient Woodland
in the vicinity of the Heyswood Girl Guides Camp Site.

Natural England is pleased with the additional habitat enhancement proposed around
Boldermere.

| hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely

[ ]
Conservation Advisor
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A.30 Letter (12.04.19)

12 April 2019

BY EMAIL ONLY

I

Atkins Natural England

Acting for Highways England Northgate House
21-23 Valpy St
READING
RG1 1AF

Dear [l

M25 J10 JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
DRAFT HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT - THAMES BASIN HEATHS SPECIAL
PROTECTION AREA - PRE-CONSULTATION ADVICE

Thank you for allowing Natural England to comment and advise on the draft Habitats
Regulations Assessment prepared for submission with an application for a Development
Control Order. There is nothing in the draft document which causes significant concem from
the Natural England perspective and | can confirm that we are in agreement with the scope
of the assessment and conclusions. The only aspect which stands out is the absence of any
explicit reference to Heathrow Expansion in either modeliing of traffic volumes or in-
combination effects. There may be good reasons why this has been done but it may be
helpful to set out an argument for taking this approach given that it is likely that this question
will arise. | appreciate that there is still a lack of detail over the Heathrow proposals but an
HRA screening has been submitted to PINs which could be used as the basis of an initial
assessment of in-combination effects.

| have only a few other comments and suggestions.

3.7 There may be value in adding wording to the effect ‘there are no plans in current site
management plans to clear woodland in the areas within the SPA directly affected by the
scheme in order to restore or create heathland. It is essentially maintained to provide a
‘buffer’ between open heathland and the A3/M25. This is considered an important function in
reducing aerial pollution, traffic noise, spread of litter and visual disturbance.” This might help
to explain why pine woodland has been retained and why this is considered acceptable in
this case. Itis an aspect which sets this case apart from similar projects involving heathland
where it is clear that pine woodland is treated as habitat with potential for restoration to
heathland or as temporary habitat for Annex 1 birds in the course of rotational forestry
management. So | think that it is useful to explain this clearly.
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5. | can confirm that Natural England is in agreement with the summary of the HRA
screening. However, it may be advisable to add reference to risk of adverse impacts arising
from changes in visitor usage pattemns given that this aspect has been raised as a concem
by consultees and has been discussed later in the document.

6. Document C715 has been superseded by C762 Environmental Good Practice on Site
Pocket Book 4™ edition (CIRIA 2016).

Table 6 Is it advisable to state that suitably qualified ecologisis will supervise site
preparation, construction works and all works related to environmental compensation and
mitigation?

7.2 | can confirm agreement with the assessment of impacts from aerial N deposition.

| can confirm agreement over the threshold noise levels applied and assessment
conclusions relating to noise impacts. However, it might be advisable to provide detail on
how noise might impact on bird behaviour more explicitly, i.e. by interfering with tesritory
establishment and attraction of potential mates so that this is more transparent.

| note that there is no reference to noise reduction from traffic through re-surfacing or use of
noise-reducing surface on ‘new’ sections road. s this not something that could usefully be
added?

| can confirm agreement over the conclusion of no likely significant effect arising from
recreational disturbance. However, the section describing the modelled reduction in traffic
levels past the Wisley and Old Lane car parks and the suggestion that this might result in a
decrease in visitor numbers is open to challenge. | would advise removing this statement
altogether. It is sufficient to say that the scheme is not likely to result in increased visitor
numbers or changes in usage pattems.

7.4 | can confirm that Natural England is in agreement with the scope and conclusion of the
in-combination assessment, subject to consideration of the comments above re Heathrow
Expansion.

8.4 The consideration of altemative options and explanation of how the chosen scheme
option was arrived at is well-argued and explained. Table 15 includes reference to an SAC._ It
might be helpful to refer to the specific site(s) for clarity.

8.6 The conclusion that no feasible, less-damaging options could have been selected is well-
argued and clear.

9.2.1 The current wording here leaves room for confusion and challenge. It might be
advisable to amend to read ‘the Birds Directive upon which the selection and classification of
Special Protection Areas is based does not refer to Priority Species. So this aspect does not
apply and the competent authority can consider other reasons of overriding public interest
without referring the case to the European Commission.”

9.4 29 The S55I should always be referred to by its legal titte Ockham and Wisley Commons
SSSL
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It might be helpful to add reference to the term “supporting habitat’ when discussing the
possible function of the land subject to temporary or permanent loss. The term is in common
use with respect to SPA features.

It might be helpful to add that SPA land lost temporarily will be restored to a condition which
provides an enhanced function or benefit to the SPA features in comparison with the existing

10.3.4 It might be useful to add the following general principles here:

Management objectives in the areas identified for enhancement will specifically focus on
creating and maintaining suitable habitat and structural conditions to support the qualifying
bird species of the SPA.

Suitable provigion will be made to ensure that adequate resources are in place to secure the
long-term maintenance of enhancement areas. Management of enhancement areas will
include measures to discourage conflicts between recreational use and potential utilisation
by qualifying bird species. Measures will be put in place to monitor the success of the
enhancement areas for a period of 5 years.

10.3.5 It might be advisable to add a caveat here to the effect “subject to approval of the
Forestry Commission™ to demonstrate that this will require consultation and the normal

licensing and impact assessment processes.

| have identified the following minor corrections needed:

3.2.2 ‘Cobham Common' should read ‘Chobham Common'.

Table 10 p60 in second column relating to Mole Valley ‘effects' should read ‘affects’.

Table 10 section relating to Mole Valley is a little out of date, even if this is comrect in terms of
what is stated in the curent local plan. In practice, Mole Valley consult Natural England over
any housing development over S0 dwellings within 7 km driving distance of the SPA
boundary.

P65 footnote ‘locia’ should read ‘local’.

8.2 37 appears to have text missing as does not make sense.

8.2.40 as above.

8.4 22 ‘of the’ is repeated.

8.5.3 Second sentence is missing 1o0’.

8.5.6 Third sentence does not make sense as currently written.

10.6.6 ‘Potential' should read ‘potentially’.

| hope this is helpful.
Yours sincerely

Conservation Advisor
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A.31 Meeting (29.04.19)

) ATKINS

Meeting Notes

SNCLAVALIN

Project: M25-J10/A3 Wisley Interchange Scheme
Subject: Project update {(Programme; Draft DCO requirements; Statement of Commen Ground)
Auther: Ruth Heatherley
Date: 29/04/2019 2.00-4.00pm Project No.: <project no>
Attendance Representing:
Natural England
Highways England
Atkins
Atkins
Atkins
ITEM DESCRIPTION RESPONSIBLE
1. Welcome and introductions
Il welcomed all i the meeting and introductions were given.
2.

Project and Programme update

Il gave an update on the project, highlighting the statutery consultaticn
which took place February/March 2018 and changes to elements of the
scheme that were re-designed during April to August as a result of
feedback received. Il added that the changes 1o the design were
moderate and as such a further targeted non-statutcry consultation tocok
place in Nov/December 2018. As a resuli, further revisions to the design
were incorperated in March this year and Highways England are currently
out for a further round of consultation.

Il cutlined the DCC programme neoting that the target date for DCC
submission is 04 June. Following this there will be a 28 day acceptance
period followed by a three-month pre-examination period to September
which is preparaticn for the examination itself. The DCO examination will
take six months to March 2020 with award expected September 2020.

Il referred to Balfour Beatty as being the appointed Regicnal Delivery
Partners for M25 J10 and that work at present is at package as cpposed
1o scheme level {due diligence and cash flow forecast activities). He
confirmed that detailed design and planning will take place alongside the
DCO process. Balfour Beatty will take over the management cf the
scheme at scme peoint during Stage 4. Il confirmed that Atkins are the
technical consultants that will take forward detailed design.

Hl asked what input will be needed from Natural England after DCC
submission. Il stated that this was unclear at present. Il added that
this is referred to in the draft DCO requirements and there will be
discussion with NE required. ll stated that as NE have stated they are

.| 1.0 05/02/2018
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D)

broadly in agreement with everything that Highways England are
proposing that therefore there won't be any issues that PINS will need to
come to NE for or to resclve.

A discussion was had in relaticn to the Statements of Common Grounds
{ScCGs) that are being put in place with all statutcry envircnmental bedies
and the need to record both points of agreement and disagreement/in-
discussion. Il agreed that Highways England will need to be clear about
what might be expected of stakehclders and when during the DCO
process.

Construction preparation will take approximately 4-5 months following
DCO. Interms of land 1o be acquired for the scheme, replacement land
acquisition and site compounds will be pricritised. Construction is due o
start March 2021 for 2.5 years.

Il referred ic Balfour Beatly {appecinted Regional Delivery Partner) keen
to lock at envircnmental work (free felling for example outside of bird
nesting pericd) and statutcry service diversions (BT e.g.} as part of
advanced works {post award of DCO).

Il referred to ground investigation (Gl) werks which are due to
commence this week. Osborne are the appeinted confractors. The work
includes a drainage and gas survey. Information gathered will feed intc
the design and planning — some aspects of Gl are required during
examination, for example in relation 1o works at Bolder Mere.

Hl referred to the Smart Motorway Programme (SMP), ancther scheme
to turn J10 and 18 into a smart motorway. M25 J10 project will be
undertaking the works on J10 on behalf of SMP to keep it in one package.

ACTION: Il to send e-copy of programme to NE. PMN: Sent on
31.05.19

SNC-LAVALIN

ATKINS

Draft DCOC Requirements

Hl asked how this fits into the breader DCC document. He confirmed

that NE colleagues had some comments. Il confirmed that I was
pleased with how the SPA elements had been covered. He added that
there will be a need ic get staried on the compensatory habitat creaticn
befere the authorised development starts.

A question was raised in relation 1o whether there should be a specific
reference tc net gain for bicdiversity. Il commented that cstensibly as a
result of the works some of the SPA qualifying species would be improved
but that the loss of 02.hectares of ancient woodland and up to 9 veteran
frees {(minimum 2) and some SPA, meant that the projects positicn in
relation to the definition of ‘net gain’ could be contentious. When locking
at the scheme as a whole due to the irreplaceable habitats, this opens
Highways England to challenge. Il advised that he would seek advice
from I as 1o how 1o address the issue. PMN: NE provided advice
and confirmed they are content with the proposed approach to net
gain for biodiversity (22.05.19)

1.0 05/02/2018
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)

Il referred to point 17 in the draft requirements which states after the
cempletion of the autherised development a scheme of resteration and
landscaping will be agreed. Il questioned whether this was how this
was normally done in the planning system. I confirmed that there is a
high-level proposal and plan in place and this will be agreed in the
detailed design phase. Il referred 1o a technical note which precedes
the management plan of the proposed restoration and landscaping works
{planting) and cullines the principles. This is being agreed at present in
consultation with Surrey County Council and Surrey Wildlife Trust.

A discussion was had about the land management plan (which will follow
on from the fechnical note). Il confirmed there will be two, one for the
SPA and one general plan.

Hl referred tc the SPA compensatien land needing to be in place prior 1o
the start of werks and the need 1o get this on MAGIC. Il to email Il
about this te give confidence with regards ic the HRA M confirmed that
there is not the expectaticn from NE that the habitats will be established,
but that the preccess will be started (i.e. iree planting taking place).

A discussicn was had regarding the feasibility of the Cockrow green
bridge due 1o lack of funding. Designated funds have been allocated for
the feasibility study and the design and no mere funding can be cbiained
at present. 1M referred to the drawings that showed a wide green strip to
the east side cf the roadway (10 metres) which has been considered
inadequate by SWT whe are requesting 50 cr 25 metres width which
weuld extend intfo common land and SPA. PINS are aware that proposals
are net included in the DCO submission, but Highways England are
supporiive cf a preposal should it be feasible.

ACTION: Natural England (I ic advise the project on net
biodiversity gain issue. PMN: Completed 22.05.19

ACTION: Highways England to share the land management technical
note with Natural England for their review (subject to internal
review}.

ACTION: Hlltc email ll regarding SPA compensation land and
getting this on MAGIC PMN: Completed.

SNC-LAVALIN

ATKINS

4. Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA)

WV confirmed that comments received from NE and from Highways
England do not centradict each other and Il is working tc incorporate
the comments. Il confirmed that he will send an excel document with
the changes incorporated to Il

ACTION: Il to send summary of response to NE comments on the
HRA. PMN: Sent cn 10.05.19. NE response received on 16,05.19

Il referred to the point of the Heathrow Expansicn. He confirmed that
on agreement with the Highways England transpert planning greup, the
Heathrow Expansion has nct been included in the forecast medel. DT
have not provided any informaticn on what the strategy will be, only that
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stating it will nct result in any additional traffic demands. Il ccmmented
that this is widely seen as an unrealistic expectation.

ACTION: Il to send Il an explanation re the Heathrow Expansion
and the rationale for the decision. The respense to NE comments on
the HRA to include position on Heathrow Expansion.

A discussion was had in relation to IROPI and the unprecedented nature
of the project in this respect. Il confirmed that the HRA explains
adequately why IROP| has been needed and therefore Highways England
should not be concerned. Il confirmed that feedback from Highways
England does not change the case for IROPI.

3. Water Framework Directive Assessment — Bolder Mere mitigation
preposals.

Il ouilined what the project is propesing for Belder Mere in terms of
mitigation and what the project if propesing from a water environment
perspective for mitigation in the replacement and enhancement areas.

Hl stated that he had sent Il an outline of propesed mitigation for
Bolder Mere based on the Geldsmith Ecclegy report re good management
practice and confirmed that the preliminary design does include an
element to re-direct road runoff that is currently discharging to Belder
Mere via treaiment into the ditch downstream. HM confirmed that he was
very pleased with this aspect. Il confirmed that the type of treatment
couldn't be confirmed at present but would be better understood during
detailed design.

Il referred to NEs earlier request to include some rotaticnal
management of the Alder, Birch and Willow woodland in the socuth east
shere of Bolder Mere. Il confirmed that this was included in Appendix F
of the WFD report as an area marked as ‘habitat 10°. Il explained that
they had identified the low-lyving areas SE cf Belder Mere as areas for
rotational management of these species. Il confirmed this was the area
he was referring o and reiterated that the management should target
reduced shading on the lake shere and encouraging more development of
the marsh and mire habitat whilst not destroying another useful habitat
{boggy alder wocdland). He added that it was about reducing the height
of cancpy maintaining it on rotation as more of sort of a scrub edge habitat
but deing this light touch with a coppicing regime every 10 years of so.
Hl ccnfirmed that he will check the Management Flan to see if this is
included.

Il csked if Il was comfortable with what the project is preposing for
Bolder Mere. Il confirmed that yes he agreed the package cf mitigation
was proporticnate to the loss and added that the package will enhance the
habitat.

A discussion was had about ephemeral drainage ditches impacted by the
scheme {moved or subsumed within the scheme). Il cutlined a primary
mitigation will be to make the ditches {within the replacement and
enhancement areas) as natural as pessible when they are relccated
dependent on their location. For Chatley Wood Pond the proposals was
{o excavate the pond so that during wetter pericds of the year it will be an
open water habitat. llll noted that there seems to be a historical decline in
the open water rescurce on the site of this pond and in the wider area and
therefore recreating this wetland interesting and redistributing across the

S| 1.0 05/02/2018
Atkins | M25J10_Matural England meeting notes_FINAL_29 April 2018.docx Page 4 of 6

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1 Page 107 of 138



TR010030 england

M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange } highways
8.2 Statement of Common Ground with Natural England

) ATKINS

SNC-LAVALIN

site is a positive contributicn. 1M confirmed that this would be locked at
in greater detail during detailed design.

ACTION: Il to share text with lll on proposals for drainage ditch
mitigation {(including sketches).

The item in the SoCG regarding the WFD was discussed (Appendix F
outline of proposed mitigation on water environment). Il confirmed that
this could be marked as ‘agreed’. A discussion was had in relation to the
on-geing management of land and ihe need {o reduce public access {o
the lake shere {item on ScCG). It was agreed {o add an item on the land
management plan technical note to the SoCG for NE 1o review.

ACTION: Item on SoCG to include reference to technical note for
land management. PWMN completed.

6. Statement of Common Ground (SoCG}

The ScCG was reviewed. Reference was made to historic items in the
SoCG that could be deleted now given that NE had given their agreement
on the HRA. Il stated that it was a useful way of tracking the discussicn
and demoensirating how much interaction there had been.

Hl referred to the report of consultation that has been produced as
evidence of engagement undertaken for PINS.

Points raised: HRA

+« Screening {visitor usage patterns). Response agreed. 1l
referred tc RSPE. M confirmed that this had been discussed
with the RSPB and they were satisfied that the project had locked
intc changes 1o access and any impacts and that measures taken
had reduced the potential for this

The questicn of a SoCG with the RSPE was discussed and it was thought
ihat this was nct required. Il tock an action io confirm this with the
project. ACTION: Hlto confirm whether a SoCG with RSPB will be
required. PMN: A SoCG will be develcped with RSPB.

+ Screening (findings) Il suggestied mcre neutral wording. Edit
agreed.

» Assessment and Scope (Heathrow Expansion) — to be agreed
once Il provides response.

Points raised: Protected Species Licences

Discussion was had regarding Great Crested Newt licences. Il
confirmed that this has been ruled out following review. It is considered
that this can be done under a Precautionary Method of Woerking. If
something is found, it would be possible ic stop works and apply for a
licence. M suggested that some enhancement werk could be done
around the pond to encourage the newts o stay. Il confirmed that we
can do that within the enhancement area but not outside ef the RLB.

Points raised: Environmental Statement:

« 555]and LNR — Ml stated that he will send exiracts of the ES
{evaluation and proposed mitigation and residual impacis) tc seek
NE agreement on the proposals. These items onthe ScCG can
then be completed. ACTION: Il to send extracts of ES
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chapter re $5Si and LNR. PMN: Completed. Response
received on 22.05.19

Points raised: Location of construction compounds (additional
targeted consultation response): Il stated that the Cockrow compound is
for the bridge censtruction and will be buffered from the heathland to
prevent effects on qualifying species. Line items on SoCG to be
raticnalised into cne and 1o reference general issue raised by NE.

Points raised: Ancient woedland loss: Feedback from NE on net gain
to inform position on ancient woodland Icss. Il stated that this should be
referenced and that NE and the project have worked hard {o reduce the
loss. ACTION: to include reference in the SoCG to efforts to reduce
the loss of Ancient Woodland. PMN: Completed.

7. | Next steps/AQB
Il referred to the DCC and uncertainty arcund whether there will be any

additicnal requirements impeosed as a result of the DCO and the need to
update the SoCG in light of this.

Il referred to land acquisition. Il stated that replacement land and
principal site compounds are being pricritised in this respect and
discussions have commenced.

Hl stated that we would be hoping 1o have a signed copy of the ScCG by

13.05.19.
DCO draft requirements. Il confirmed they will respond in writing on their
comments.
8. Actions:
1. HEto send e-copy of programme to NE: PMN: Completed. Atkins (EEE)
2. Natural England (I ic advise the project on net NE (m)

biodiversity gain issue. PMN: Completed.
3. Highways England to share the land management technical ncte

with Natural England for their review (subject to internal review). Highways England
4. 1M to email EMregarding SPA compensation land and getting
this on MAGIC. PMN: Completed. Atkins (I
5. Hto send summary of response 1o NE comments on the HRA. Atkins (IEE)
PMN: Completed. Atkins (I
6. WM tc send Il an explanation re the Heathrow Expansion and
the raticnale for the decisicn. The respense o NE ccmments cn .
the HRA tc include position on Heathrow Expansion. PMN: Atkins (I
Completed.
7. HEEio share text with Il on proposals for drainage ditch Atkins ()
mitigaticn {including sketches). Atkins ()
8. Adkins to update SoCG and send toc NE for review/approval for Atkins (EEE)

sign by 13.05.19. PMN: Completed. Sent on 31.05.19 ;
9. EEMto confimm whether a SoCG with RSPE will be required, PmN; | /KNS ()
Completed.
10. I to send exiracts of ES chapter re $551 and LNR. PMN: NE
Completed.
11. 50CG to include reference in the SoCG to efforts to reduce the
loss of Ancient Wocdland. PMN: Completed.
12. Il to provide feedback in writing on the draft DCC requirements.
PMN: Completed.
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]

From: |

Sent: 03 May 2019 12:26

To: I

Cc: |

Subject: RE: M25 J10 Draft DCO Requirements

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

L

Thank you for sending the draft document. | am writing to set out the key points that we discussed at our meeting on
29 April in connection with this document.

8(3) — It is acknowledged by Natural England that it should not be a requirement that the proposed compensatory
habitat creation measures will all be in place and complete before development within the SPA boundary may
commence. As we have discussed previcusly, the key objective of the compensatory habitat creation measures is (o
seek to enhance areas of land 5o that they have an enhanced function in supporting the Annex 1 bird populations
associated with the Thames Basin Heaths SPA. This means that there should be improved habitat structure which
promotes increased invertebrate prey availability, creates good quality areas for nightjar feeding {such as structured
‘edge’, glade and ride type habitats) and provides improved habitat connectivity across the landscape. It will be
important to be able to say that substantial progress will have been made to achieve this objective prior to the main
body of construction work associated with the scheme.

9 (1) — Natural England acknowledges that the provision of a ‘green bridge’ is essentially a separate item and
additional biodiversity enhancement over and above the required compensation, mitigation and enhancement
associated with the scheme.

10 (1) — Natural England is content with the wording of this section relating to Boldermere mitigation and
enhancement, and it is acknowledged that the overall package of works is likely to result in an overall improvement in
habitat condition in this part of the site.

17(1) — Natural England advises that this section should be re-worded. It is likely to be beneficial if assurance can be
given that plans have been agreed, in principle at least, for the restoration and/or landscaping of any land used
temporarily for construction purposes. This will give comfort that all cpportunities for habitat creation which will
enhance the value of the site for the features of nature conservation importance have been considered and that
measures have been agreed or will be in place for their on-going maintenance. This could become an important
element when identifying areas of ‘net gain’ for biodiversity.

As indicated in the document, it will be important to include specific reference to loss of registered common land and
1o set out how the land provided in compensation will be maintained.

| hope that this is helpful.

|

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: NI [/ c. I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard
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A.33

Email (10.05.19)

From : I
Sent: 10 May 2019 15:53

ey |
|
Ce:

Subject: NE - HRA Comments A3_M25 HE response

Dear I and I,
Please find attached cur responses to your very helpful comments on the HRA.

As already discussed with HIIIll, we have amended the HRA te accommodate all of your comments with the
exception of the Heathrow Expansion. This has not been included in our assessment, and | have provided some
informaticn explaining why. If you require further information please let us know {please include | EEEEEEGE
I - I 1 the email as | am now on leave for a week).

As discussed with IIIEEE we are also amending the HRA in light of HE comments, but this will not alter the report
centent, findings, or contradict your comments. Please note, HE have agreed that the enhancement areas are
indeed compensation not mitigation {this was raised in a recent meeting with INNEEl and | know this was a
potential concern), but we are now calling the ‘Compensation Package’ the ‘Suite of compensatory measures’ to
better align with EC terminclogy. This is simply a name change and it will still contain SPA compensaticn land and
SPA enhancement areas in exactly the same way as it currently does.

Many thanks

I o iciccl

Principal Ecologist, Infrastructure
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A.34 Email (16.05.19)

I

From: |

Sent: 16 May 2019 10:47

To: L

ce: —

Subject: RE: NE - HRA Comments A3_M25 HE response

Thank you I

I can confirm that Natural England is satisfied with those proposed amendments and corrections.

]

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Matural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I o). I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard
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A.35 Email (20.05.19)

m
=
o
3

Sent: 20 May 2019 19:43

To: I

Ce: ]

Subject: M25 J10/A3 Wisley Interchange - Natural England Comments
Dear I

|

believe that I mentioned that we would appreciate some input from
Natural England with regards to a few specific points of the biodiversity

chapter of the M25 110/A3 Wisley Interchange Environmental Statement (see draft
attached).

Could

you therefore take a locok at Takle 7.8 of the draft biodiversity chapter and
either confirm that Natural England are happy with the classification of the
residual effects and significance stated, or provide comments where Natural
England disagree or if you have any queries? | have provided the full
working draft if you need it for context but please note that this is still a
working draft. Valuation of features follows the approach previously

agreed with Natural England.

Cn

ancther note, further te the email exchange with yourself and I 2 5ot
biodiversity net gain, we have drafted some wording, which we hope to use to
explain the position in a clear way. lt is designed to either be used as

just the first paragragh giving a simple summary, or as all three paragraphs giving
the overview and expanding on key examples. We would very much welcome any
comments from Natural England on our draft text:

Due to the scheme’s location, it has not been possible to

completely avoid loss cf land from national and international statutory
designated sites and irreplaceable habitat cutside designated sites {ancient
woodland and veteran trees). Therefore, in keeping with published
guidancef1],

overall the scheme connct achieve ‘hicdiversity net gain’ and, in line with

good practice, metrics to guantify the scheme’s biodiversity outcomes have not
been used. Rather, the ecological design hos been bosed on the mitigation
hierarchy to avoid ond minimise losses as for as procticable, and o
landscape-level approach for the compensation to deliver long-term benefits faor
nature conservation.
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With regards to ancient woodland, initial draft designs

would have resufted in direct loss of approximately 1 hectare cf ancient
woodland at four separate sites. Through careful colfaborative working by the
environmental and engineering design team this has been reduced to losses at
two ancient woodlands, limited to a total loss of 0.2 hectare. Measures

to address this loss include salvaging ancient soil and plant materiol from the
scheme footprint and transtocating these into areas cf new woodland planting;
these areas have been located where they will link existing ancient woodland
with other nearby woodland to enhance ecological connectivity. There will also
be enhancement cof existing ancient woodland in woods totalling cf approximately
4 hectares.

With regard to the SFA, o suite cf compensatory measures

have been designed under consultation with key stakeholders (the stakeholders
included Naotural England, Surrey Wildlife Trust, Surrey County Council, the
Forestry Commission and the RSPB). This suite ¢of compensatory measures consists
cf a mixture of provision of SFA compensation land for the permanent land take,
and enhoncement areas ot the ratio of 3:1 for the permanent and temporory fond
take. This is additional to the restoration of the areas of temporary land

take. Te compensate for the negative ejfects cf the scheme, these measures

are to maintain the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 Network and increase
the carrying capacity cof the SPA for all three SPA bird species, thereby

improving the long term resilience cf the SFA.

We are cantinuing to work on the other tasks relating to
the draft statement of commen ground and hope to send you a revised draft in
the near future.

Kind regards,

Senior Ecologist, Infrastructure
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[1] Baker et
al {2019) Biodiversity net gain. Geod practice principles for development.

CIRIA.

Files attached to this message

Filename Size Checksum (SHA256)

HES551522-ATK-EBD-RP- 511
LE- T 21d8ef3197cd24150e5892b74dE1b%bdTee8500dcba04232222000e7022db67a

MB
000005_P02.1_DRAFT.pdf

Please click on the following link to download the attachments:

This email or download link can not ke forwarded to anyone else.
The attachments are available until: Monday, 27 May.

Message ID: 1SkiKCveVAPFRIXIOZURU

Download Files

LiuidFiles Appliance: M

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1 Page 115 of 138



TR010030 england

M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange } highways
8.2 Statement of Common Ground with Natural England

A.36 Email (22.05.19)

From: [
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 4:37 PM

To: I
Cc:

|
Subject: RE: M25 110/A3 Wisley Interchange - Natural England Comments

| have read through the draft Biodiversity chapter of the Environmental Statement. | am broadly satisfied with the
content

| have only one suggestion:

| would encourage inclusion of direct reference to the govermnment standing advice on the protection of ancient
woodland when assessing potential impacts from development and road schemes. Use of selectad text from this
guidance may add confidence that the habitat has been properly valued and given due consideration in scheme
development, following the principles set out in the guidance. As currently worded there is a risk of challenge that this
has not been given due weight

We do appreciate that there is a difficult balance to reach in expressing how the scheme seeks to deliver benefits for
biodiversity whilst acknowledging that there is loss. The text which you have drafted appears to capture the key
messages withoul making contentious or controversial statements.

| hope that this is helpful.

|

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

MNatural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: NG 1 ch. T

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www. gov.uk/natural-england
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I

1

From |

Sent 12 June 2019 14:18

To: I

Ce: -

I

Subject: RE: M25 J10 Draft DCO Requirements

I

Thanks for your message. | can confinm that | am happy with the proposed wording for inclusion in the DCO

application.

]

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Te/ I /o . I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.ul/natural-england

From: I
Sent: I

To: I

C
e

|
Subject: RE: M25 J10 Draft DCQ Requirements

Dear I

Many thanks for copying me in to your email responding to our suggested DCO requirements for the M25/A3 Wisley
interchange scheme. | am most reassured to see that there is a good level of agreement on cur suggested wording
and your feedback is most helpful.

| note that there were a couple of questions raised about the warding we have proposed for the requirement for
dealing with the restoration of land used temporarily. | am keen to seen if we can address these points before we
finalise our application over the coming week or so.

Firstly by way of context, most of Highways England’s DCQ's do not include this type of requirement, instead the
point is generally covered just by an article within the main part of the DCQ requiring the Undertaker to restore the
land to the reasonable satisfaction of the owners of the land. However, in view of the significance of the
environmental designations and features relating to the land of which temporary possession may be taken, we
considered that it would be impertant to invelve Natural England and the local planning authority in agreeing a
restoration scheme for the relevant areas. The Infrastructure Planning {Model Provisions){England and Wales) Crder
2009 contains a form of wording for a requirement on the restoration of land used temporarily to the effect that
‘any land within the Grder limits which is used temporarily for construction must be reinstated te its former

1
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condition, or such condition as the Commission may approve, within [six] months of completion of the authorised
development’. I'm sure that we will be in agreement that something more specific than that is needed for the M25
junction 10 Scheme and the mcre extensive warding that has been proposed. | hope that this assures you that we
are proactively seeking to put in place a mechanism which ensures that Natural England and the local planning
autharities will be suitably invelved in agreeing the restoration plan.

Secondly, as to the point akout restoration needing to consider opportunities for enhancing the value of the site, |
have made some amendments to the wording of the relevant requirement to see if this might better address your
concerns. | appreciate that there is still a dialogue going on with Il about net gains but until this is fully resclved |
am not sure what mare | can suggest at this stage. Nevertheless, it places the matter of biodiversity gains firmly
within the scope of the requirement.

We are finalising the DCC application over the coming week, so if you are able to take a look at the attached
amendment and let me have your thoughts that would be much appreciated.

Kind regards

From: I
Sent: 03 May 2019 12:26

To: I
. I
;

|
Subject: RE: M25 J10 Draft DCOC Requirements

Thank you for sending the draft document. | am writing 16 set cut the key points that we discussed at our meeting on
29 April in connection with this document.

8(3) — It is acknowledged by Natural England that it should not be a requirement that the proposed compensatory
habitat creation measures will all be in place and complete before development within the SPA boundary may
commence. As we have discussed previously, the key ohjective of the compensatory habitat creation measures is (o
seek 1o enhance areas of land so that they have an enhanced function in supporting the Annex 1 bird populations
associated with the Thames Basin Heaths SPA. This means that there should be improved habitat structure which
promotes increased invertebrate prey availability, creates good quality areas for nightjar feeding (such as structured
‘edge’, glade and ride type habitats) and provides improved habitat connectivity across the landscape. It will be
important to be able to say that substantial progress will have been made to achieve this objective prior to the main
body of construction work associated with the scheme.

9 {1) = Natural England acknowledges that the provision of a ‘green bridge’ is essentially a separate item and
additional biodiversity enhancement over and above the required compensation, mitigation and enhancement
associated with the scheme.

10 (1) = Natural England is content with the wording of this section relating to Boldermere mitigation and
enhancement, and it is acknowledged that the overall package of works is likely to result in an overall improvement in
habitat condition in this part of the site.

17(1) — Natural England advises that this section should be re-worded. It is likely to be beneficial if assurance can be
given that plans have been agreed, in principle at least, for the restoration and/or landscaping of any land used
temporarily for construction purposes. This will give comfort that all opportunities for habitat creation which will
enhance the value of the site for the features of nature conservation importance have been considered and that
measures have been agreed or will be in place for their on-going maintenance. This could become an important
element when identifying areas of ‘net gain’ for bicdiversity.

As indicated in the document, it will be important to include specific reference 1o loss of registered common land and
1o set out how the land provided in compensation will be maintained.

| hope that this is helpful.
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I

Land Management Advisor

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I I/1ch . I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

Natural England is accredited to the Cabinet Office Customer Service Excellence Standard

www.gov.uk/natural-england

From: I
Sent: 29 April 2019 10:20

To: I

Ce:
|

Subject: M25 110 Draft DCO Requirements
Dear I

Please find attached copy of the Draft DCO requirements for your review. There is an item on the agenda to discuss
these this afternoon.

Many thanks
|

Stakehcolder Engagement Team

Tel: I
CD: I

Please note my working daoys are Tuesday to Thursdoy

Atkins — South East Roads Investment Programme
Working on behalf of Highways England

Highways England Customer Contact Centre
0300 123 5000
www_ highways.gov.uk

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. f you have received it in error you have no
authority te use, disclose, stare or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England
systems, we can accept no responsibility ance it has left cur systems. Communications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.

This email and any attached files are confidential and copyright protected. If you are not the addressee, any dissemination of this communication is strictly
prohibited. Unless otherwise expressly agreed in writing, nothing stated in this communication shall be legally binding. The ultimate parent company of the
Atkins Group is SHC-Lavalin Group Inc. Registered in Guebec, Canada No. 058041-0. Registered Office 455 boul. Rene-Lévesgue Cuest, Montreal,
Québec, Canada, H2Z 123, A list of Atking Group companies registered in the United Kingdom and locations around the world can be found at
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Meeting Notes

SNC+LAVALIN

NATKINS

Project: M25-J10/A3 Wisley Interchange Scheme
Subject: Project update (Programme; Draft DCO requirements; Statement of Common Ground)
Author: I
Date: 11/09/2019 2.00-4.00pm Project No.: 5158141
Attendance Representing:
I Natural England
I Atkins
I Atkins
| Atkins
ITEM DESCRIPTION RESPONSIBLE

NE Relevant Representation

A discussion was had regarding the Relevant Representation (RR)
received from Natural England {NE} in relation to specific points:

Ref: 3.2.1.6

Hll referred to Surrey County Council (SCC) and Surrey Wildlife Trust
{SWT) and the lack of legal cbligation to underiake the compensaticn and
enhancement works. Il confirmed that Highways England/Atkins were
aware of the importance of this and that discussicns were ongging to
ensure that arrangements were in place 1© ensure that the works will be
undertaken.

Hl alsc referred to the request by NE for clarification with regards to RHS
Wisley's role in relation o compensatory land and whether this will be an
agreement or a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPC). Il confirmed that
discussions are on-geing with regards to this also. ElMreferred to SWT
and the need for no misunderstandings between SWT and RHS Wisley.

Ref 3.2.3.1

Hl referred to peint 3.2.3.1 in NEs RR and NEs request for further
discussion regarding preposals for menitering Annex 1 birds during
construction phase. Il added that after including this in the RR he had
realised there was more detail in the DCO documentation. Il stated that
the proposal would be that Atkins would continue deing the suite of
surveys planned. M added that there would need 1o be a caveat that the
SPA populations may naturally luctuate as they have done over the last 4
years of survey. Therefore, if for example, the number of nightjars was tc
drep frem four territeries on Ockham Commen te three territories, this
could be due to cther factors (such as changes in vegetation structure)
and would not necessarily be attributable te the construction works. 1l
agreed population fluctiuations could occur for a range of reascns, and
that the monitcring would need 1o be tied in with discussion with Natural

1 1.0 05/02/2018
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England as ic whether any changes in baseline are due 1o construction cr
natural fluctuation. Il stated that there will be some challenge from
some quarters about any changes to bird populations. Il agreed that
having an cn-going baseline will be important.

ACTION: Future discussions to be held with NE with regards to
monitoring Annex 1 birds during construction.

Ref 3.2.1.11

Il referred 1o point 3.2.1.11 in NEs RR regarding post construction
monitoring of the proposed SFA compensation areas C1 and C2, in which
NE state that the proposed monitcring will only provide a prexy measure
of the suitability of areas for nightjar. NE would encourage measuring of
usage by nighijars, by using bio-acoustic technology.

Hl c=xplained that the land take within the SPA for which the SPA
compensaticn land will replace does not actually suppert any qualifying
SPA species in the way of foraging or nesting habitat, Therefore, the
functicn of the SPA compensation land is to provide an inveriebrate
resource for the SPA, rather than o provide additional foraging habitat
and if the SPA compensation land is not used by nightjars, this is not
necessarily an indication of failure. Therefere, the menitering of usage by
nightjars is not necessarily going 1o be an indication of whether the SPA
compensation land is successful. Il agreed with this propesal and it was
agreed that an assessment of vegetation structure and/cr inveriebrate
abundance would be appropriate in order tc determine if ihe SPA
compensation areas are successful.

A discussion was had with regards 1o the DCO and how respeonses to NE
points raised and subsequent agreements are incorporated. M stated
the appointed Examining Authority will write o interested parties asking
them to provide more detail on their key issues in a Written
Representation. I added that this is not about an objection 1o the
scheme, it is highlighting the need for further discussicns.

PMN: Under the DCO process, RRs will not be responded to by
Highways England, but issues raised will be dealt with through the
S0CG. The Examining Authority will invite Interested parties to
submit a Written Representation to the Examining Authority for the
relevant deadline and the relevant issues raised may be responded
to by Highways England.

Ref 3.2.4.2

Hl confirmed that consideration of bats and the impact of light spill will be
considered in the detailed design. Il emphasised that Highways
England are committed to this.

Ref 3.2.5.1

Hl referred to loss of commeoen land and NEs request for further
engagement with NE and cthers in developing detailed proposals for the
delivery of the various replacement land objectives. Il confirmed that
this is the intention.

Ref 3.2.6.2

Hl r=ferred o the translocation of Ancient Wooedland and NE’s advice
that it is properly planned and follows the best practice guide. Il
confirmed that Highways England/Atkins will take this infc account,

| 1.0] 05/02/2018
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working with Balfour Beatty (BB) who will be taking the lead on this as
delivery partner.

I 2sked T there was anything else he wanted 1o raise. R
confirmed no.

SNC-LAVALIN

ATKINS

Statement of Common Ground (SoCG)
A discussicn was had regarding the SoCG with NE.
Il cuilined the process for updating the SoCG, eenfirming that an

updated version would be required by the Preliminary Meeting and befcre
the commencement cf the examination period.

The SoCG was reviewed focussing on those items ‘under discussion’;

¢ FPage 11, HRA, Assessment and Scope (Heathrow Expansion).
Status changed to ‘agreed’.

+ Fage 12, HRA, In-combination assessment. Status changed tc
‘agreed’.

« Page 19, Ecology, SSS1. Status changed to ‘agreed’

« Fage 19 Ecclogy, LNR. Status changed to ‘agreed’.

« FPage 19 Ecology, locaticn of construction compounds. Status
changed to ‘agreed’.

A discussion was had regarding the location of the construction
compounds. Il highlighted that the compeound close to Wisley airfield is
close 1o where there is bat habitat and therefore the design and lighting
needs ic be appropriate. In addition, Il stated that they were concerned
about in-combination of disturbing effects atthe San Domenico site
compound due to its proximity to an existing bat rcost. Il stated that for
this compound as part of the LONI there will be a design plan that NE will
need o approve.

Il stated that I «ho produced the draft document in respect
of the LONI from has raised that some of the proposed dates have
changed. I asked if this is something Atkins should make NE aware of.
385 stated yes in an email via Il who will consult internally.

ACTION: Atkins to email Hllre revised daies for the LONI. PNN:
Completed on 16/09/19

A discussion was had regarding a land management plan which includes
reference 1o the need 1o ensure that the proposals in the management
plan do not result in an increase in public access. The land management
plan has been shared with NE and Il confirmed that he was satisfied
that the issue has been addressed sufficiently in the plan. Il added that
when the plan is developed, we will need to ensure that public access is a
key consideration.

ACTION: Il to update ScCG to reflect this development {Page 22,
Bolder Mere 58I; enhancement increase public access)

Hl stated that the directicn will come from PINS con the outstanding areas
of discussicn and how they will be agreed and/or addressed at the next
stage. Il asked abcut the next land management plan meeting. 1l
cenfirmed that @ meeting had been held with SCC, SWT and EBC 1o
discuss the plan. Il stated that there was a broad level of agreement in
terms of what's in the plan with the exception of funding. Il confirmed
that mere detail will be added to the land management plans as the DCO
process progresses and there will be an opportunity to comment at this

S| 1.0 05/02/2018
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stage. [l stated that it would be beneficial for NE not to attend these
initial meetings so other parties can discuss and agree key pecints.

ACTION: To Add to SoCG from RR: 3.2.1.11 and 3.2.3.1 menitering the
compensation land and menitoring during construction.

ACTION: RH to update SoCG and send to GS for review.

A discussion was had regarding detailed design and ground investigation
(G1) data that will provide more information that may influence design. For
example it might reduce footprint for some of the drainage. Il
commented that some of the detail around the drainage and attenuation
ponds needs more detail. M confimed yes and that data should be
available by end of the year.

Il thanked Il for responding to twe additional areas where access is
proposed for Gl works, cne by Bolder Mere and the other within heathland
edge on Ockham Commeon. The plan at Bolder Mere is {o go along the
edge of the A3 and cul in. Il added that if this is not possible, then
Atkins will be back in touch to discuss the proposed altemative route
opticn pricr to starting werks. Il confirmed that it is within the RLB so
when it comes to impactis from lighting and emissions these have already
been censidered as part of the HRA in terms of clearance.

Hl =sked as to whether the existing assent that covers the Gl works
would be sufficient. Il stated that it would be good for Sarah to ask for
assent as there is an external challenge to every single tree that comes
down at the moment.

ACTION: Atkins to submit another applicaticn for assent explaining
that these areas for the Gl works are being considered within the
HRA. PMN: Completed on 16/09/19

3 Site clearance

Il mentioned that they had gone onio site with BB tc lock at areas that
are 1o be clear felled or thinned and discussed the proposed precess for
site clearance.

Il siated the survey resulis indicated that everything with the RLE is
suitable for reptiles and birds throughout. Il outlined the process to be
undertaken cver the winter which would involve getling approval in
November 2019 o start work in January 2020. Il stated that the
contractor would go in do some cutling, leaving the stumps in place and
return in March/April 2020 when reptiles had come out of hibernation to
clear the ground vegetation and remove the stumps.

Il commented that birds moving into the new habitat may be an issue.
Hl agreed that there is that risk. He added that getting rid of trees
reduces the risk slightly. Il agreed and suggested cutting the irees
down to stumps and cutting all remaining vegetation to 150 mm over the
winter pericd so that this reduces the suitability for birds during spring,
whilst net disturbing hibernating reptiles.

Hl siated that BB would also like 1o have access tracks in place pricr 1o
winter and that approach would involve remeval of hibernacula and
bracken by hand in the summer of 2020, befcre the DCO decision has
been given. M confirmed that this would need an assent, but this will not
impact of the 555l features, so will be approved.

S| 1.0 05/02/2018
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H asked about bat issues. Il stated that Atkins will resurvey all the
frees with moderate {o high potential and i there is no evidence of any
roosts a Precautiocnary Methed of Working (PMW ) will be adopted. A
PMW will alsc be adopted for any areas that may have great crested
newts (destructive hand searches of log piles and potential hibernacula).

A discussicn was had regarding the prevalence of sand lizards and the
methed during clearance that would need to be adopted. Il suggested
directional clearance once they have come out of hibernation, rather than
a PMW. Ilagreed and suggesied this should be combined with
searches for burrows within any potentially suitable sandy areas.

Hl stated that BE have 2 machines they use reach of 8m — 18m apart.
Il asked how the brash will be dealt with. Il stated that the proposal is
to take it away with the agreement ic leave some behind so as to leave
some remaining deadwced in compensaticn areas. M clarified that his
concern was with regards to the risk of creating temporary habitats that
may attract birds but that it would be geood to have some in discreet
locations. Il confirmed that they are trying fe discourage fires as a
means of disposing of brash and that if the centracter could take it away
that this is the best option.

D)

SNCLAVALIN

ATKINS

4. | poB

Il added that PINS have nol provided a date for the Preliminary Meeting
and commencement of examination as yet. This is likely {0 be mid-
November. BB are validating the design and intend to commence works
January 2021.

Il stated that NE would like to have sight of the programme of works in
case it flags up any issues re licencing for example. Il stated that he is
putting tcgether a draft mitigafion procgramme {o address the ecclogy
issues (ecological mitigation timetable). M added that this relates to
over how many winters we decide to stagger the implementation of the
enhancement areas. This needs io be agreed with NE. SWT will have an
opinion en this as well.

ACTION: Atkins to provide NE with a draft of the ecological
mitigation timetable.

5. | Actions

1. Future discussions to be held with NE with regards to menitoring
Annex 1 birds during censtructicn (On-going)

2. Atkins to amail-ra revised dates for the LONI. (Completed
16/09/19)

3. Atkins to update SeCG and send tc Ellfor review. (TBC wic
28/10/18)

4. Atkins to submit another application for assent explaining that these
areas for the Gl works are being considered within the HRA.
(Completed 16/09/19)

5, Atkins to provide NE with a draft of the ecological mitigation timetable.
(TBC)
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A.39 Email (16.09.19)
I
L
From: |
Sent: 16 September 2019 13:46
To: I
Ce: .
Subject: Re: M25 Junction 10 Bat Mitigation Timings

Thank you for this helpful advice IIIEEEM, vwe will incprporate this change into the formal licence
application.

Best wishes, NN

From: [

Sent: 16 September 2019 13:27

To: I

Cc: XN
|

Subject: RE: M25 Junction 10 Bat Mitigation Timings

All of this locks ok except for the proposed timing of demolition of San Domenico to April 2021. This is quite late in the
season for a maternity roost and with increasingly warm winters and ‘earlier’ spring a regular feature there is a risk
that bats may be returning to the roost by early April. Cur advice would be to either bring forward to March or ensure
that measures are in place to reduce the risk that bats will attempt to utilise the structure in April.

]

Land Management Advisar

Thames Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I 1o . I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

www.govuk/natural-england

From : I
Sent: 13 September 2019 12:02

To: I
C :
]

Subject: M25 Junction 10 Bat Mitigation Timings

Mormning I,

Further to vour meeting with Il this week, the proposed changes to the timing of the bat mitigation,
compensation and monitoring for the M25 Junction 10 Scheme are outlined below. Flease can you advise if

these changes are acceptable?

Tree T155:
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= Timing of the installation of the bat mitigation boxes (3 no. roost boxes, plus 2 no. hibernation boxes) for
T155 has changed from Sept-20, to Mar-21.

= Timing of the tree felling of T155 has changed from Sept-20 to Nov-20, to Apr-21,

= Monitoring of the 2x hibernation boxes for the noctule hibernation roost to be undertaken in 2023 and 2025
|based on a scheduled Scheme completion date of December 2022).

Bl San Domenico:

« Timing of the installation of the bat mitigation boxes (5 no.) for B1 San Domenico at the woodland edge will
remain as Mar-21,

» Timing of construction of the bat mitigation structure has changed from Sept-20 to Feb-21, to Jan-21 to Feb-
21,
Timing of the demolition of B1 San Domenico has changed from Sept-21 to Dec-21, to Apr-21.
Monitoring of the mitigation structure to be undertaken in 2023 and 2025 (based on a scheduled Scheme
completion date of December 2022).

MNote the roosts to be affected comprise of the following:

T155: natterer's (max. count & bats) and noctule (max. count 2 bats) transitional/occasional roosts, and noctule
(max. count 2 bats) hibernation roost.

Bl San Domenico: brown long-eared maternity roost, day roost and feeding perches (max. count 10 bats), and
common pipistrelle {max. count 5 bats), soprano pipistrelle (max. count 3 bats) and noctule (max. count 2 bats) day
roosts.

If acceptable, we will incorporate these changes into the formal licence application.

Best Wishes, INNGNGN

o, Caraedi, HEZ 123 A st of Aflons Group compsnics mapstensd in the Liniled Kingdom and Incations around tha world can be Tound &l

I_.E S atkinsgiobal Coms | [E-Seni s g ho b ..nrhr.ul'r\l redsiration -l ||Ig

e srvircmemant. Fleass don't prnt s a-mad unless you raally nesd 1o

Th.ts EI"I‘IEI!I and ann.r anachments is 1ntended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no
authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England
systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
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A.40 Letter (16.09.19)

Date 16 September 2019

Owr ref:
Your ref;

BY EMAIL OMNLY

MNatural England

] MNorthgate House
Atkins Global 21-23 Valpy St
Acting for Highways England READING

RG1 1AF
Dear N

OCKHAM AND WISLEY COMMONS S58i
ASSENT OF NATURAL ENGLAND UNDER SECTION 28H OF THE WILDLIFE AND
COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 (AS AMENDED)

Thank you for the information regarding the proposed vegetation clearance to facilitate
essential ground investigation works planned to begin shortly at Ockham and Wisley
Commons SSS1, | understand that this work is required in order to inform the design of the
moedified junction 10 and associated works, | am satisfied that with the timing of the
opearations and the proposed environmental safeguards in place there is no significant risk of
harm to tha designated interest features of the Ockham and Wisley Commeons 5551, and no
significant risk of impacts on the integrity of Thames Basin Heaths SPA. Accordingly, Natural
England assents to the operations specified in your notice of 10 September 2019 and the
further information provided in your message of 12 September 2019 under S28H of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

This assaent covers the pariod 16 Saptember 2019 to end Decembear 2019,

| draw your attention to your duty, under section 28G of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981, as inserted by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, to take reasonable steps,
consistent with the proper exercise of your functions, to further the conservation and

enhancement of the SSS5I,

Should any details of the works change, particularly with regard to timing or scale of
vegetation clearance, please contact me for further advice.

Yours sincerely

Land Management Advisor
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i ti s assent

If you wish to change the proposed operations or their location or to carry out additional
oparations for which assent has not yet been given, or if a time period set out above has
expired, you must give further written notice to Natural England. Before doing so, you can
seek advice from Natural England.

You may face enforcement action if you undertake unauthorised operations which destroy,
damage or disturb the notified features of special scientific interast.

Before undertaking the operations specified in this assent, you may also need to get
additional permissions from other authorities, For example, the assented operations might
also require planning permission from the Local Planning Authority, a permit from the
Environment Agency or a licence from the Forestry Commission. It is your responsibility, as
the grantee of this assent, to ensure that no other permissions or consents, whether of a
public or a private nature, are needed and, if any are needed, to acquire them before you
exercise this assent.

This is Natural England’s assent only, and it does not allow you to undertake the specified
oparations without first having obtained all of the necessary permissions needed to
undertake the operation lawfully. If you do not obtain all of the permissions you require, and
carry out the work anyway, you may face enforcement action from other authorities or
partias.

As the grantee of this assent, you are responsible for carrying out the assented operation(s)
safely and in all ways according to the law.
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A.41

Email (14.11.2019)

From:

Sent: 14 November 2019 09:02

To: —

Ce:

Subject: RE: Non-material changes for the M25 J10 Scheme

Thanks for the information I

On the first point, | am satisfied that the temporary land take for the two pits and installation of gas main does nol
affect heathland habital or areas identified for heathland restoration, nor any other features for which the Ockham and
Wisley Commons SS5I is designated. Therefore | am satisfied that this change is unlikely to result in loss of SS551
designated interest features. | am also satisfied that the small scale of the activity in terms of its extent is unlikely to
pose a risk of significant impacts on Annex 1 birds. It will however, be important to ensure thal appropriate working
methods and environmental safeguards are considered and pul in place to reduce the risk of unforeseen damaging
effects. Natural England would welcome discussion about proposals for habitat restoration after the work is completed
as there may be opportunities to create valuable features which might benefit the SSSI

| do not foresee any potential conflicts between the proposed amphibian mitigation measures on Old Lane with the
conservation objectives of the SS51 or SPA. So Natural England would have no objection to this. Matural England is
not able to advise on whether a protected species licence may be required — the decision rests with the party
commissioning or undartaking the activity

Matural England has no comment to make about proposed speed limits

MNatural England is supportive of the proposal to increase the width of the green bridge, should the application for
funding be successful

|

Land Management Advisor

Thames and Solent Team

Matural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: N /ob. I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

www.gov.uk/natural-england

From: [
Sent: 13 November 2019 15:38

To: I
Cc: |
|

Subject: Non-material changes for the M25 J10 Scheme

Dear NN

| hope you are well.

We had the preliminary meeting with PINS yesterday and are now starting the examination process. We have
submitted a small number of non-material change requests to PINS, and there are four changes that | would like you

1
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to be aware of. | will list them below, with a short discussion where relevant, but | would welcome a meeting if you
felt that it would be beneficial.

1. Gas main works — requirement for thrust pits

The gas main diversion works will now require a directional drill under the M25. This will require two thrust pits 25m
% 25m in size, and will require additional temporary land take as a result. The anly land take will be the 625m? thrust
pits, and this land take will all be temporary. One thrust pit is located within the SPA/SSSI (Wisley Commen, south-
west guadrant), and the other is within the 5551 (Wisley Commaon, north-west quadrant). Approximate locations are
shown as blue squares in the image below.

We have looked at our suite of compensatory measures, and we are still comfortably over the desired 3:1 ratio for
permanent and temporary land take when taking these works into account.

This is just a small change in the red line boundary and hopefully does not cause too much concern, but please let
me know if you would like more information, or to discuss it further in a meeting.

2. Toad mitigation on Old Lane

As a result of relevant representations by SCC and a member of SARG, we have looked into traffic flows on Old Lane
and propose to provide mitigation for commeon toads on Old Lane. Although details are to be finalised, this is likely
to consist of two toad underpasses on Old Lane, approximately 50m apart, with approximately 150m of amphibian
fencing to direct amphibians to the underpasses (50m either side of the underpasses). This will provide a safe
crossing for toads and other amphibians, including great crested newts, across this section of Old Lane,

We would propose to carry out the works under a Precautionary Method of Working with hand searches for great
crested newts within the verge areas where the fence will be installed. As we would follow a PMW to avoid the
harm of great crested newts during the works, and the operation of the mitigation measures would actually benefit
the local great crested newt population, | do not believe that a great crested newt licence would be required. |
would be keen to hear your thoughts, and would be happy to discuss it further in a meeting if you would like.

3. Elm Lane - reduced speed

It is proposed that the speed limit will be reduced from 40mph to 20mph on Elm Lane. This will be an additional
positive measure rather than environmental mitigation and will benefit wildlife, including toads and newts.
Therefore, it is a welcome change.

4, Green bridge width = change from 10m width to 25m width
Although not part of the Scheme, you will be aware that we are requesting designated funds for a green bridge at
Cockcrow. Our Scheme currently allows for a 10m wide green element. However, we are now proposing a 25m wide
green element to the designated funds group and have asked to make this change in our DCO application. This will
not affect the red line boundary, which can currently accommodate a 25m wide green element.

| would appreciate hearing your thoughts, and would be happy to have a meeting if you would like one.
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Thanks

I Cccol MCIEEM
Principal Ecologist, Infrastruciune
UK & Europs

Ecology

Woodcols Grove, Ashley Road, Epsom, Surrey KT18 58W

company LI L]

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no
authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England
systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.

Planning Inspectorate scheme reference: TR010030
Application document reference: TR010030/APP/8.2 (Vol 8) Rev 1 Page 132 of 138



highways
TR010030 england b

M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange }
8.2 Statement of Common Ground with Natural England

A.42 Meeting (03.12.19)
2 ATKINS

SNC-LAVALIN

Meeting Notes

Project: M25 Junction 10/A3 Wisley Interchange Scheme

Subject: Project update

Author: [ ]

Date: 03 December 2019, 13.30- Project No.: <project no=
14.30, Reading

Attendance: Representing:

E— Natural England
] Atkins

ITEM | DESCRIFTION RESPONSIBLE
1.

| Project and programme update

| HE explained that the alm of the meeting was for a chance to bring Il up
| o speed with the progression of the project and to discuss a few Ssues

i that had arisen.

2. | Examining Authority Questions

| H thanked I for sharing drafl responses (o the ExA Qs. These were all
! topics thal have been discussed and agreed in previous meetings and

| recorded in the SOCG, but it s Important fo ensure that we minimise the

| need for addilional questions from the ExA wherever possible.

| Il emphasised that It Is impartant thal we continue to keep an audit trail
| of diglogue and progression with resoiving key issues,

| Requirement 8

| I explained that Requirement 8 of the dDCO states that ‘compensatory
| habital creation measures must be begun prior 1© the authorised

| development in the SPA" and that the ExA have asked for a definition of

| ‘begun’ in this context.

H explained thal the response says thal “The term ‘begun’ refers fo, as
a minimum, commencing preparafory works within either of the SPA
compensation land parcels (l.e. ground preparalion or fencing) .

| E agreed with this terminology but suggested that it should also Include
the requirement that the necessary righls lo carry out the wark In the SPA
compensation land have been secured.

Update: Since the meeting it has been confirmed that the DCO already
contains provisions o acquire rights over the SPA compensation land
parcels and it would not be necessary or appropriate to amend
Requirement 8 in that particular regard.

| 1.0 0522019
Aliins | 03 12 2019 - NE - Minules Page 1ol 3
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Action; Il to confirm if this update is satisfactory and if the
agreement on the definition of 'begun’ with regards to the SPA
compensation land may be included in the SOCG,

)

SNC-LAVALIN

ATKINS

Sy

HRA and air quality

H explained that a written representation was gquestioning the
methodologies used for the air quality aspect of the HRA appropriate
assessment

Il suggested that HEs response should state that the methodology had
been agreed with NE (l.e. assessing if increase exceed 1% of critical load
for nitregen deposition, and also including other project and plans in the
traffic modelling to provide an in combination assessment for the air
quality assessment.

W advised that if we require any further advice on the alr quality

assessment, then we need o give as much notice as possible due 1o
heavy workloads.

Ancient woodland

I =xplained that the written response from the Girl Guldes has
chalienged wheather the Ancient Woodland Inventary (AWI) may be
incomect about Heyswood being classed as ancient woodland and/or the
boundary being comect.

Bl =xplained that all areas identified as Anclent Woodland are on the
basis of documentary evidence that the woodland has existed since 1600
or before and that the 2011 revision of the AW was focused on smaller
parcels of woodland, such as Heyswood. Therefore, this woodland has
been reviewed since the AWI was originally formed, and the findings
should be taken as comect,

Changes to the dDCO

I thanked I for responding in agreement to the proposed changes to
the dDCO as per his email sent on 14 November 2018,

H =xplained that the gas main change would actually lead to an
increased temporary land take than originally stated in the email that 1l
had agreed lo. The lemporary land take from the SPA will now be 1165m2
instead of 625m2 as originally stated. However, there will no longer be
any additional tand take from the SS5I to the norih of the M25. I
explained that this is an additional temporary land lake of 0.12 ha above
the dDCO proposal and that the enhancement areas will still meet the 3:1
ratio for temporary and permanent land take when taking this into
additional 0.12 ha info account.

W agreed to this proposed change, bul suggested that it may be
necessary to keep this section of pipeline clear from trees and shrubs for
maintenance purposes, sa it should be considered whether this would be
an appropriate area for open bare ground or short vegetation for
invertehbrates.

Update: It would potentially benefit the ExA if the agreement to hesea non-
material changes is recorded in the SOCG.

Action: Il to confirm if this may be added to the SOCG

Further surveys

I asked which further surveys are proposed over the coming months,
B =xplained thal these are likely (o include update assessments of high
and moderate potential bat roost Irees, SPA qualifying species surveys for
a pre-construction baseline, update badger surveys, non-natlve invasive
plant species.

[ 10| 0%03P019
— AlKnSE | 03 122015 - NE - Minutes
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I requested that a note ouliining the further surveys to be undertaken
should be provided

Action: Il to arrange for details of further surveys to be sent to Il
via email.

Ground Investigation Works

E thanked Il for agreeing 1o extend the period of the assent for Gl
works within the Ockham and Wisley Commons S551 until Christmas
2019 as per his email on 29 November 2019,

I showed [l 2 plan and explained that there is likely 1o be one more
location immediately adfacent to the A3, within the SSSI'SPA. It was
agreed that Ill's colleagus would send details to Il for approval.

UPDATE: This additional location may not be required. However, If it
is, I will send through detalls via email and agree approval
prier to any works taking place in that location

SNC-LAVALIN

| 1.0 | D20 154

Alins | 03,12 2019 - NE - Minutes
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A.43 Email (09.12.2019)

From: I
Sent: 09 December 2019 10:10

To: I

Subject: RE: Draft meeting minutes

Yes, | am happy with the definition of ‘begun’ and the agreement on the proposed non-material
changes.

Best wishes

eSS

Land Management Advisor

Thames and Solent Team

Matural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: NN ob. I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected
and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

www.gov.uk/natural-england

From: |
Sent: 09 December 2019 10:07

To: I

Subject: RE: Draft meeting minutes

Thank you so much for your quick response || N

| have added that detail in. Are you happy for the definition of ‘begun’ and the agreement on the
proposed non-material changes to be added to the SOCG?

Thanks again, and I'll probably try and arrange another catch up in a few weeks after Christmas if that's
ok.

BN C--o \MCIEEM

Principal Ecologist, Infrastruciure

Uk & Europe
Ecology
Woodcote Grove, Ashley Road, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5BW
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company LT 1]

From: I

Sent: 09 December 2019 09:30
To: I

Subject: RE: Draft meeting minutes

Thank you for those notes. | am happy to confirm agreement of all of the points requiring
confirmation.

My only suggested addition would be in respect to the challenge over Ancient Woodland. It may
be worth noting that all areas identified as Ancient Woodland are on the basis of documentary
evidence that the woodland has existed since 1600 or before.

Best wishes

E—

Land Management Advisor

Thames and Solent Team

Natural England

21-23 Valpy Street

READING RG1 1AF Tel: I

We are here to secure a healthy natural environment for people to enjoy, where wildlife is protected
and England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future generations

www.gov.uk/natural-england
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